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	Holiday Inn Re-brands as Independent Hotel Chapel Hill University Inn
After many years of flying the Holiday Inn flag, the Holiday Inn Chapel Hill re-branded as an independent hotel on Oct 27.  The new name is the Chapel Hill University Inn.
The Holiday Inn Chapel Hill as been a part of the Chapel Hill community for over 40 years. The hotel has been located on the corner of Fordham Blvd (15/501) and Ephesus Church Road across from Eastgate Shopping Center since 1962.
The hotel will continue to be known as the “Home of the Sports Experience”, which showcases the winning traditions of UNC Athletics. The sports theme includes UNC memorabilia, jerseys, a dugout, ACC school banners and more.  To read more click here.


	 Ladies' Night Out in Hillsborough Kicks off the Holiday Season
On Nov 18 from 6 to 9 pm, the streets of Downtown Hillsborough will be lined with special events, giveaways, music, late-hours, and shops and restaurants opening with extended hours. Ladies should dress to “Walk the Red Carpet” as Hillsborough photographer Jerry Dillard will serve as “paparazzi” for the evening, taking digital pictures for purchase as a keepsake of the evening.  

Local dignitaries at greeting stations will have a special “flashy” gift for the first 300 ladies, as well as the menu of events and specials for the evening. Purchases made at a participating business enters you into a drawing for a fabulous “red carpet treatment” prize including UNC Men’s Basketball tickets and a signed basketball from Coach Roy Williams.  Ladies’ Night Out is sponsored by the Downtown Merchants of Historic Hillsborough, the Hillsborough Tourism Board and the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau.

A special Storytelling Event: “Home for the Holidays” is 8 pm on Nov  27.  Storytellers include Lee Smith, Michael Malone, Randall Kenan, Nancy Demorest, and Daniel Wallace. They will narrate stories depicting various experiences of small town life.  A wine and cheese reception will welcome everyone. Ticket proceeds will benefit the Orange County Historical Museum. This event will be hosted by Leland Little Auction & Estate Sales, 620 Cornerstone Court in Hillsborough.  

The first weekend in December features a number of holiday events.  The Hillsborough Tree Lighting with holiday music is Dec 3 at 7 pm on the lawn of the Old Courthouse downtown.  The Hillsborough Holiday Parade is Dec 4 at 10 am on Churton Street.  Call the Hillsborough/Orange County Chamber of Commerce at (919) 732-8156.
 
The 32nd Annual Christmas Craft Show is Dec 5  from 9 am-5 pm.  This craft show features handmade items by regional crafters, including baskets, jewelry, holiday wreaths, candles, original art, stained glass, paintings and much more at the Big Barn Convention Center in Daniel Boone Village, sponsored by the Daniel Boone Merchants Association. 
 
The 24th annual Hillsborough Candlelight Home Tour is Dec 5 from noon to 6pm. The tour features nine private homes, plus historic sites, churches and public buildings. All will be exquisitely decorated for the holiday season.  Stops will feature live music and some will have refreshments.  Enjoy a wine tasting at the chamber office.  A horse-drawn carriage ride is $5 per person. For candlelight tour tickets, visit the website or call the Hillsborough/Orange County Chamber of Commerce at (919) 732-8156. 

	 North Carolina Set to Begin 2010-11 Season


The North Carolina Tar Heels will open the 2010-11 basketball season on Nov 5 with a 7:30 pm exhibition game against Barton College.  The regular season begins Nov 12 against Lipscomb at 7 pm.  Home games are played in the Dean Smith Center. Many good seats, some as low as $25, are available.   

The Tar Heels have six returning lettermen led by juniors Tyler Zeller and Larry Drew II, as well as three highly regarded  freshmen, including forward Harrison Barnes who earned a spot on the Associated Press Preseason All-America team.   Barnes is the first freshman to earn a spot on the team since its inception prior to the 1986-87.  

The Chapel Hill Transit offers four Tar Heel Express Park and Ride lots with buses running to the Smith Center at a cost of $5 round trip and $3 one-way.
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	UNC Women's Basketball Welcomes Back Jessica Breland
North Carolina senior forward Jessica Breland was one of five standouts named to the Preseason All-Atlantic Coast Conference women's basketball team.  In the preseason poll, Carolina received six first place votes and was picked to finish second in 2010-11. Breland is back for her senior season after missing all of last year while undergoing treatment for Hodgkin's lymphoma. A second-team All-ACC and ACC all-defensive team selection as a junior, the Kelford, N.C., product was named to the preseason list for the second straight season. 

Nineteen home contests, including a visit from NCAA champion Connecticut, highlight the North Carolina women's basketball schedule. The Tar Heels open the campaign at home with an exhibition game against Carson-Newman on Nov 8 at 6 pm and begin the regular season versus North Florida on Nov 12 at 4 pm.  Games are played in the newly renovated Carmichael Arena.  Tickets are still available.
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	 Elizabeth Edwards Opens Home Furnishings Warehouse Space 

Red Window, the 700 square foot retail store on Rosemary Street in Chapel Hill owned by Elizabeth Edwards, is jam-packed with an eclectic mix of furniture and creative home furnishings designed to appeal to all tastes and budgets.  In addition to the pieces in the store, the owners house a large collection of inventory in an off-site warehouse.  Pieces are continuously pulled from the warehouse and brought to Red Window to create a unique experience for customers each time they visit the store. Red Window is open Wed-Fri 10 am-2 pm and Sat-Tue by appointment while the new Hillsborough Warehouse location is only open by appointment and during special Warehouse Sale Events.

This weekend is one of those special events. The Fall Warehouse Sale is Nov 5-7 from 10 am - 4 pm each day at the space located at VIETRI at 343 Elizabeth Brady Road.  This 10,000 square foot location is filled with unique furniture and accessories.  
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	 Carrboro Film Festival is November 21
The Carrboro Film Festival is the Sunday before Thanksgiving at the Carrboro Century Center, 100 N. Greensboro Street.  Featuring filmmakers who have some connection with Orange County, NC, the event is a day long cavalcade of fabulous films that are 20 minutes or less.
  
This year’s festival runs Nov 21 from 1 pm - 7pm. After receiving more submissions than ever before, organizers have chosen 28 films to screen that day.  Many of the filmmakers will be in attendance for Q&A between sessions. Check back soon for a complete schedule. Categories range from fictional narratives, documentaries, music videos, experimental and animation.  Tickets are $7 for adults and $3 for 12 and under.  Popcorn, candy and drinks will be available.  Prizes are awarded, including an audience award.  
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	 Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Comes to Carrboro
   

Oompa - Loompas, Golden tickets, and candy bars! Roald Dahl's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is a magical fantasy where dreams really do come true. Travel through the wacky (and top secret, shhh!) world of jellybean stalks, chocolate rivers and hair toffee. Join Charlie, Willy Wonka and all the others in their dazzling adventures through the Chocolate Factory, a journey that celebrates the endless possibilities in life.  

Presented by the ArtsCenter Stage and the Youth Performing Arts Conservatory, this fanciful performance runs Dec 10-12 and Dec 16-19.  The Thurs-Sat shows are at 7:30 pm while the Sun performance is at 3 pm. Tickets are $15 and $10 for students.  Visit The ArtsCenter at 300-G E. Main Street for more details.

Also the annual Transactors Improv Holiday Extravaganza is Dec 3 at 8 pm.  Celebrate the ups and downs of the holiday season with music, merriment, and more.

Also, don't forget the Carrboro tree lighting is Dec 3 at the Town Hall lawn.  

 

	 Chapel Hill Holiday Events Feature Tours, Parades, Ballet and More


The Carolina Inn will be festively adorned for the holidays with elaborate decorations based on the traditional song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas."  There will be self-guided tours and a number of holiday activities, including festive meals, breakfast with Santa, cookie decorating, holiday teas and a display of wonderful gingerbread houses.  Activities run Nov 29-Jan 2.  Check the website above for events throughout December.
 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Holiday Parade is Dec 11 at 10 am.  The route runs from downtown East Franklin Street in Chapel Hill to West Main Street and the Town Commons in Carrboro, and is presented by the Chapel Hill Jaycees.
   
The Chapel Hill Holiday House Tour, titled “Birthplace of Chapel Hill,” is Dec 11-12 from 1 to 5 pm. both days. The doors of eleven of Chapel Hill’s historic homes and landmarks will be open for the public to explore in the Cameron-McCauley Historic District. House tour tickets are $20 in advance or $25 the day of the event.  For information, call the Preservation Society of Chapel Hill at (919) 942-7818.
 
Other Holiday events include
• Star of Bethlehem beginning Nov 26 at the Morehead Planetarium & Science Center.
• Carolina Performing Arts hosts the Carolina Ballet’s Nutcracker on Dec 4 and 5 at Memorial Hall. 
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	 Visitors Bureau Launches Military Holiday Campaign
The Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau has launched a tourism campaign that invites Ft. Bragg soldiers to relax and unwind in Orange County this holiday season.  The campaign, titled, “Where military personnel in Fayetteville go for R&R,” reminds military personnel that, “When you’re ready for some R&R, remember Fayetteville is just a short drive from the restaurants, nightlife, museums, music and fun of Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and Hillsborough. Call 888-968-2060 for an information packet on special rates for military personnel.” 

The visitors’ bureau will send a special Chapel Hill information packet to military, which will include value rates on hotels, restaurant offers and merchandise promotions.   

In addition to a paid newspaper advertising, the Bureau has retained a public relations specialist who is organizing radio promotions that offer chances to win free basketball tickets and Chapel Hill merchandise. 

Fayetteville is welcoming home several thousand soldiers who have returned to Fort Bragg over the past 10 months after long deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan and Haiti. With the return of the 4th Brigade Combat Team from Afghanistan, most of the 82nd Airborne's 22,000 soldiers are on Fort Bragg for the first time in years. Most aren't expected to deploy again for at least a year. The post also is home base to more than 30,000 soldiers with other units.

	 2011 Visitors Map Hot Off the Presses

The Visitors Bureau's  new 2011 Visitors Map is now in stock at the Visitors Center. The Bureau distributes 40,000 copies of this popular tourism piece annually.  The multi-panel foldout map highlights Orange County’s accommodations, attractions, performing arts, shopping areas and more. Small tomato icons note the farm/pick your own sites in the county. 
 

The map includes a countywide map as well as a Chapel Hill-Carrboro-UNC map and a Hillsborough map.  The cover, taken by photographer Donn Young is a beautiful shot of the Carrboro Farmers' Market.  The image will also adorn one side of the the 2011 Visitors Guide, which should be in house early next year.


	Visitors Bureau Makes Trolleys a Permanent Part of 2ndFriday Festivities

The Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau is providing two trolleys for the longstanding arts-event, 2nd Friday ArtWalk, which runs through both Carrboro and Chapel Hill. One trolley appeared during the August ArtWalk, while two were used in October. Due to the popularity of the trolleys, visitors and residents can enjoy the green and white trolleys during each 2nd Friday ArtWalk from here on out. In the future, the routes will expand to include some area shopping sites.  So for on-going details on the trolley, route, and stops, call the Visitor’s Bureau at (919) 968-2060. 

On Nov 12 from 6-9 pm, the continuous  two trolley route begins at the ArtsCenter in Carrboro and running on Franklin Street to Boundary Street in Chapel Hill and back, stopping at various spots along the way.  The trolleys are designed to provide greater connectivity and comfortable, nostalgic transportation along Franklin and Main Streets in the heart of Chapel Hill and Carrboro. The trolleys hold 26 passengers each, seated, but allow for more riders using the leather hand straps atop the carts.

	Agricultural Summit Planned for Spring 2011
 

Orange County leaders are at work on the 2011 Agricultural Summit to be held, March 21, 2011, at a location TBA.  The Summit will dovetail with Small Farms Week. Small Farms Week recognizes the contributions of the producers of small-scale agriculture in North Carolina, on farms that generate $250,000 or less, annually, in gross sales.  

According to Mike Lanier, co-chair of the planning committee, and county Agricultural Economic Development Agent with NC Cooperative Extension, historically, the county that is home to the winner of the Small Farmer of the Year Award is responsible for hosting the Small Farm Week kickoff. Orange County resident, Joe Thompson, (photo) was named the 2010 Small Farmer of the Year and was honored earlier this year at N.C. A&T during Small Farmers’ Appreciation Day, which is sponsored by The Cooperative Extension Program at A&T. Thompson is a former tobacco farmer who turned to freshwater crustaceans.   Be on the lookout for more information as the agenda is finalized. Contact Lanier at (919) 245-2063. 

	Sculpture Tour in Downtown Hillsborough is Set for April 2011

The Hillsborough Arts Council will present the Hillsborough Sculpture Tour 2011 on April 16, 2011 through September 30, 2011. This will be the first time outdoor sculpture will be exhibited throughout downtown Historic Hillsborough, North Carolina.  Thus the Arts Council is currently accepting artist submissions for the Tour.

A panel of 3 judges who are qualified professionals will select 6 winning sculptures. Each winner will receive an honorarium of $750. A 25% commission on work sold during the show will be paid to the Hillsborough Arts Council to help defray costs of the tour and to be applied toward future tours or related projects. Winning sculptures will remain on display until the end of the tour. In addition to cash awards, at the closing of the tour two special awards will be announced: The Judges Choice Award and The People’s Choice Award. The People’s Choice award will be made based on votes by spectators who will pick up ballots and maps at the Visitors Center at 150 E. King Street.
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	Orange Community Players Presents a Sanders Family Christmas

In this sequel to the ever popular Smoke on the Mountain, the Sanders family returns to Mount Pleasant, NC, home of the Mount Pleasant Pickle Factory. It's Christmas Eve, 1941. Reverend Oglethorpe has invited them to the Baptist Church to sing and witness, getting the congregation into the down home holiday spirit before the boys, including one of the Sanders' own, are shipped off to World War II. 

More than two dozen Christmas carols, many of them vintage hymns, and hilarious yuletide stories from the more or less devout Sanders family keep the audience laughing, clapping and singing along with bluegrass Christmas favorites. Richly entertaining, this wildly infectious musical brings cheer to audiences eager to see how their friends from Smoke on the Mountain have been getting along.

Performances of the play by the Hillsborough-based Orange Community Players are in Durham, Hillsborough, Cedar Grove, Hurdle Mills and Chapel Hill. Dates are Nov 12-13, Nov 19-20 and Dec 3-4 at 8 pm.  Tickets are $12 Adults and $10 Senior/Student.  

	 Crook's Corner opens new Atrium Cafe
Crook's Corner has two new ventures up and running. First, Crook's Atrium Cafe is located on the ground floor of the Europa Center at 100 Europa Drive across from the Sheraton Chapel HIll off of Fordham Blvd (Hwy 15-501).  The cafe is serving breakfast and lunch Monday through Friday from 7:30 am to 5 pm. The phone number is (919) 933-2473. 

And second, after 28 years of requests, Crook's Corner Catering is now a reality. Paul Covington has a trailer with a full kitchen so he can pull up & cook on site for large parties if that's what's called for or he can use the on-site kitchen provided. Just call (919) 801-8015 for catering information. 

	 Local Tourism Industry News Briefs & Updates


Michelle Voelpel is the new Marketing and Public Relations Manager at The Carolina Inn.   


The Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau will host a Holiday Open House on Dec 1, from 4-6 pm, at 501 W. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill.  Food and refreshments will be served and attendees can enjoy musical entertainment.  Parking is available in the back of the Visitors Center/Bentley Building.  Carolina basketball posters will be given to the first fifty guests.  For more information, contact the Visitors Bureau at (919) 968-2060.  

Don't Forget
November 6-7 & 13-14 Open Studio Tour throughout Orange County

November 11 - UNC Veterans Day Celebration on the UNC campus
November 13- 1st Annual 5K "Run for History" at Hillsborough's Burwell School

November 19 - 2010 Jupiter Ball in the Morehead Building 

The second phase of  Raleigh-Durham International Airport's Terminal 2 is set to be complete in January 2011.  Terminal 2 arriving passengers began exiting the concourse through a new corridor earlier this fall as crews began constructing the remainder of the security checkpoint.  When complete, the renovations will feature 17 gates, 13 new shops and restaurants and one ticketing island. One of the highlights of the terminal includes a meet and greet area located adjacent to the security checkpoint. Here, friends and family can wait for arriving passengers.  The first phase of the terminal opened in October 2008.   
Orange County Parks Locator Map
A new  incorporates “Google Maps” into Orange County’s website, allowing users to search for parks and recreation facilities based on types of facilities or amenities.  It was designed to allow users to enter up to three amenities in their search, as well as providing driving directions to the facility, and contact information for each facility. The site was developed by Orange County Information Technology and includes links to and from all municipal parks websites. The map will be maintained by the Orange County Department of Environment, Agriculture, Parks and Recreation (DEAPR).  You can also link to the locator map from the Visitors Bureau website under parks.

Check out the happenings at area Farmers' Markets at www.orangecountyfarms.org. Markets are open on Tue, Wed, Thur and Sat.  


  


Media Mentions
The Hungry Traveler feature written by Greg Cox in the October issue of Cooking Light magazine highlights Eating in Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill, NC.  Orange County restaurants and bars mentioned include Hillsborough's Pancuito and chef Aaron Vandemark and Gary Crunkleton and The Crunkleton on W. Franklin Street.  You can find great restaurants, superb cocktails and classic meals in The Triangle. A few recipes included allows you to try out these meals at home.
The Visitors Bureau is working with Duo Creative Creative Communications, a Japanese TV production company based in San Francisco assisting Japanese TV media. The company is bringing a three-person crew to Chapel Hill and Orange County on Nov 8-11 to shoot a 30 min travel/tourism program for Japan's TBS, Tokyo Broadcasting System, a nationwide broadcast company in Japan. The program is called, "Take it Easy" targeting all Japanese audiences.  The program will focus on history, local music, local people, and more.  In the past the crew as visited towns in Colorado, Missouri, Wyoming and Montana and is now spending time in North Carolina.

For the fourth year in a row, Chapel Hill has been ranked as one of the nation's top small city arts destinations by American Style Magazine. This reader's pool award recognizes that the arts contribute to community identity, economic development, and tourism. Readers voted for the cities that they like most to visit to view, enjoy, and shop for great art.  
 


