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	Hillsborough Hog Day Moves to May 20-21
Hillsborough Hog Day returns to the River Park off of E. Margaret Lane in downtown Hillsborough, this year a month earlier in the cooler month of May.  Enjoy a barbecue cooking contest, People's Choice Awards, live music, children’s games, classic and antique car display by the Triangle Thunder Cruisers, crafters, assorted vendors, Hog Day souvenirs, and lots of food.  

 

This year's children's activities include a bounce house and inflatables, pony rides, remote cars and kids hog calling contest.  Also enjoy corn hole toss games as well as bingo from the Ladies of the Hillsborough Moose Lodge.  Activities are May 20, 6 pm - 9 pm and May 21, 9 am - 6 pm.  Admission is FREE.  The Eno River Farmers' Market will be open on Saturday from 8 am - 10 am.  

Continuing is the Second Annual Hog Day Invitational.  The top five finishers in the Barbecue Cooking Contest from both 2009 and 2010 will be competing for People's Choice. The pork prepared by these seven cooks will be served individually to the public, which will then vote for their favorite.  For $5, attendees will be able to purchase 5 samples and vote for People's Choice. Under the big barbecue tent, you can purchase BBQ sandwiches for $4, soft drinks for $1 and pounds of BBQ for $6.  But remember, when the BBQ is gone, it’s gone! In 2010, all BBQ was sold by 2 pm.  

On Friday barbecue will be sold by the Orange County Historical Museum.  Music includes The Balonyheads and Hot Rooster. The music begins at 6:30 pm and is festival style, so bring a blanket or chair. On Saturday enjoy Orange Charter School Jazz Band, Nicki, Big Time Party Band, Southern Breeze Band, Red's Rhythm and Flatline.  Music begins at 10 am.

Hog Day is presented by the Hillsborough/Orange County Chamber of Commerce with proceeds going to support the chamber's community programs.

Parking is available all day for $3 in the Eno Parking Deck behind Weaver Street Market.


(Photo  - People's Choice Contest by David Hunt)

	 Congratulations to UNC Class of 2011
UNC's Spring Commencement Weekend is May 7-8.  The main University ceremony will begin at 9:30 Sunday morning, May 8, in Kenan Stadium. No tickets are needed and the ceremony is open to the public. The Doctoral Hooding Ceremony will be at the Dean E. Smith Center on Saturday, May 7 at 10 a.m. No tickets are needed for the ceremony. 

Edward Osborne Wilson Jr., Harvard University professor and two-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction, will deliver the spring Commencement address on May 8.  "Ed's work in entomology and ecology made biodiversity an important topic," UNC Chancellor Holden Thorp said. "He has inspired countless young people to learn more about humans, other species and the fragile, complex relationship that links all of us with this planet."

This year Chapel Hill Transit (CHT) will provide Tar Heel Express Shuttle Service Sunday morning from 7:15 am to 12:30 pm.  he CHT shuttles will operate from the University Mall (201 South Estes Drive, Chapel Hill - lot next to Dillard’s) and the Friday Center (100 Friday Center Drive, Chapel Hill) park and rides lots to Kenan Stadium on Stadium Drive (Gate 2).  Buses will run every 10 to 15 minutes, providing continuous and fully accessible service between the park and rides and Kenan Stadium.  The shuttles and parking at the University Mall and the Friday Center will be FREE. For those wishing to stay on campus longer, Carolina Livery will provide shuttle service from 12:30 pm to 5:30 pm.  Carolina Livery shuttles will loop campus making stops at the Student Union, the Old Well on Cameron Avenue and the Dean E. Smith Center and returning to University Mall and the Friday Center park and ride lots.

For last minute lodging reservations, Visit Chapel Hill.

(Photo - UNC Commencement by UNC News Services) 

	Ackland Art Museum Store to Open May 5 in Downtown Chapel Hill

The Ackland Art Museum at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will open the Ackland Museum Store on Thursday, May 5.  Located on the corner of Columbia and Franklin Streets under Top of the Hill Restaurant, the Ackland Museum Store will have a focused emphasis on merchandise that supports and reflects the Museum’s core mission and complements the offerings of existing retail establishments. The plan was to have a soft opening in time for graduation weekend at UNC.  The regular store hours will be Mon - Sat, 10 am - 5:30 pm, Thur, 10 am - 8:30 pm and Sun, Noon - 5 pm.

The Ackland Museum Store will carry an inventory of products related to the Ackland’s permanent collection and changing exhibitions, including home wares such as pottery, glass, and metalwork; jewelry, textiles, and accessories; children’s toys and books; and stationery including note cards and postcards of significant works in the Ackland’s collection. It will also offer books about art history and criticism, contemporary art and design, artists’ monographs, and culture and lifestyles, as well as books by UNC and regional authors.

A dedicated gallery space will feature rotating exhibitions of original artworks in a variety of media by local and regional artists and artisans. All proceeds from the store will support the Ackland’s exhibition and education programs.

“We hope that the Museum Store will heighten our visibility and provide an additional ‘gateway’ to the Ackland, both for local residents and out-of-town visitors,” says Emily Kass, director of the Ackland Art Museum. “We are excited about the opportunity to work with local merchants and other cultural institutions to raise the profile of Chapel Hill as a cultural and retail destination.”

	New Cookbooks Feature Southern, Local Food


In a county that loves food and farm-to-form meals, Orange County has three big cookbooks to hit the bookstores this spring from Chapel Hill-connected people.

In The New Southern Garden Cookbook, Chapel Hill food writer and cooking instructor, Sheri Castle aims to make "what's in season" the answer to "what's for dinner?" This timely cookbook, with dishes for omnivores and vegetarians alike, celebrates and promotes delicious, healthful homemade meals centered on the diverse array of seasonal fruits and vegetables grown in the South, and in most of the rest of the nation as well. THE NEW SOUTHERN GARDEN COOKBOOK: Enjoying the Best from Homegrown Gardens, Farmers' Markets, Roadside Stands, and CSA Farm Boxes offers over 300 brightly flavored recipes that will inspire beginner and experienced cooks, southern or otherwise, to take advantage of seasonal delights. The book is published by University of North Carolina Press.

Sara Foster’s love of Southern fare began in her Granny Foster’s Tennessee kitchen. There, the combination of down-home comfort, fresh-from-the-farm ingredients, and dedicated preparation hooked her for life. Now the award-winning cookbook author and restaurateur serves up nearly two hundred contemporary interpretations of classic dishes—Shrimp Jambalaya, Slow-Roasted Pulled Pork, Cheesy Grits Casserole; refreshing drinks, including Mint Juleps and Sweet Tea; and such satisfying breakfasts as Country Ham and Hominy Hash in her latest book SOUTHERN KITCHEN: Soulful, Traditional, Seasonal.  And a table wouldn’t be Southern without the sides—Skillet-Fried Corn, Creamy Potato Salad, and Arugula Pesto Snap Beans. Be sure, too, to save room for Molasses-Bourbon Pecan Pie and Freestyle Lemon Blackberry Tart.

With its handy list of resources and Southern pantry essentials, and entertaining stories, Sara Foster’s Southern Kitchen published by Random House is an all-inclusive collection of Southern cooking. Foster will sign books May 21 at Noon at A Southern Season in University Mall.  Foster, who lives in Durham, is the author of four cookooks and has the gourmet food market and cafe, Foster's Maket, in both in Durham and Chapel Hill.

For Andrea Reusing—an award-winning chef, a leader in the sustainable agriculture movement, and a working mother—"cooking in the moment" simply means focusing on one meal at a time. Tender spring broccoli given a smoky char on the grill, a summer berry pudding with cold cream, or a cider-braised pork shoulder served with pan-fried apples on a frosty night—cooking and eating this way allows food in season to become the foundation of a full life.  Cooking in the Moment a Year of Seasonal Recipes, published by Clarkson Potter, is a rich, absorbing journey through a year in Reusing's home kitchen as she cooks for family and friends using ingredients grown nearby.  Chef-owner of the popular award-winning restaurant Lantern in downtown Chapel Hill, Reusing in a finalist for the James Beard Foundation best chef in the southeast for 2011. 

	 Hillsborough Author Publishes First Book
The town that Garden & Gun Magazine named the south's best literary town has its' newest author. Hillsborough resident, Anna Jean Mayhew at age 71, debuts her first book The Dry Grass of August.  Mayhew moved to Hillsborough in 1991, after growing up in Charlotte and living a while in Chapel Hill. Charlotte is the setting for her novel, which is narrated by 13-year-old white girl Jubie. In this beautifully written debut, Anna Jean Mayhew offers a riveting depiction of Southern life in the throes of segregation, what it will mean for a young girl on her way to adulthood—and for the woman who means the world to her.

Mayhew travels often to Europe with her Swiss-born husband Jean-Michele Margot.  She has been a member of the same writing group since 1987, is a writer-in-residence at The Weymouth Center for the Arts & Humanities, and is a former member of the Board of Trustees of the North Carolina Writers' Network. 

Mayhew will read and sign the book, which was published by Kensington Books, at The Burwell School, 319 North Churton Street in Hillsborough May 25 at 7 pm.   

	 Visitors Bureau Hosts Travel Rally on May 10

National Tourism Week is, May 7-15, 2011. The week long celebration was designed to raise awareness about the economic value of travel and to promote the impact travelers have on areas like Orange County, NC. 

In Orange County, travel matters and is a significant sector of the economy with domestic visitor spending generating $135 million in 2009. More than 1,600 jobs in Orange County were directly attributable to travel and tourism. 

As part of National Travel and Tourism Week Tuesday, May 10th has been identified by the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau as Orange County Travel Rally Day, and citizens and visitors are invited to stop at the Visitors Center at 501 West Franklin Street in downtown Chapel Hill for a free souvenir refrigerator magnet. We will also be serving sweet tea and cookies. Our hours are 8:30 am – 5 pm.  Parking is available behind the Visitors Center off Roberson Street.
 

	 Visitors Bureau Summer Promotion Set to Launch in June
The Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau is launching a summer advertising campaign “The Feeling Never Leaves You” to promote Orange County’s farm markets, outdoor concerts and summer attractions.  The promotion begins June 1.

Television commercials will air on Time Warner Cable in thirty two counties near Greensboro and Charlotte over a six week period beginning June 6th.  Nearly four hundred spots will reach more than 2.5 million North Carolinians with the goal of encouraging a visit to Chapel Hill and Orange County this summer.  According to the visitor’s bureau, the Chapel Hill area has received more attention for its destination appeal and the bureau is hoping to help the local economy this summer by drawing greater crowds to hotels, restaurants, shops and summer events.  

The campaign consists of a new 30-second commercial that will air on key networks including TNT, the Food Network, USA, Travel Channel and more. 

“The new spots will focus on Orange County’s food, farmers market, outdoor concerts, Forest Theater attractions and events,” said Laurie Paolicelli, director of the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau.  "Some may be looking for an alternative to the beach, a cool place to loaf and tour a college town or just the lure of sitting outside at a historic hotel and listening to blues music over a glass of wine.” 

The campaign also includes summer discounts at area hotels and restaurants. In addition, the Visitors Center is giving all visitors to its center a novelty gift item and a special summer itinerary to help navigate the area.  

Check out the Visitors Bureau website as the campaign nears. 

(Photo - Summer Locally Grown Concert on the Wallace Deck)

	Nancy Pierce, CMP to Work With Visitors Bureau Sales Staff
 

The Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau has enlisted the services of, Nancy Pierce, Certified Meeting Planner (CMP), to assist the Bureau’s sales efforts during the summer months.  Nancy will strive to connect meeting planners in the Triangle area and beyond with local hotel and meeting facilities.  

Previously she served with Blue Cross/ Blue Shield coordinating major meetings for the company.  Nancy has strong associations with key meeting planner groups that the Bureau targets for conferences, including: Meeting Planners International (MPI), Association Executives of North Carolina (AENC) and other corporate networking groups.  Nancy’s experience with hotel logistics and meeting planning will bring a new perspective to the Visitors Bureau as it tries to increase the number of conferences booked into Orange County. 
 

Nancy has also worked with SunTrust Bank (formerly Central Carolina Bank) the Hilton Durham and the Sheraton Chapel Hill Hotel.

Nancy is originally from just outside Chicago, having moved to Chapel Hill in the early 1990s.  She has two sons and a daughter.  She is married to David Pierce.   To reach Nancy, send her an email at npierce@visitchapelhill.org.


	 Watch Sacred Sand Mandala Creation


Residents and visitors to Chapel Hill will be able to attend and experience the cultural, artistic and spiritual offerings in a program that will begin with the creation of a Green Tara Sacred Sand Mandala at 523 East Franklin Street.  Eight Tibetan Monks from Drepung Gomang Monastery, located in South India, offer a cultural program of world peace, healing and interfaith dialogue between all peoples of the world. 

The monks are brought to the US every year by the Drepung Gomang Institute, located in Louisville, Kentucky.  In addition to the creation, exhibition and deconstruction of the Sacred Sand Mandala, there will arts workshops for children and adults, a Tibetan Cultural Pageant performance and more May 22 - June 4.  
 
(Photo provided of a closing ceremony)

	New Shops and Restaurants Open in Area 
 

The Depot at Hillsborough Station has reopened as a general store with old fashioned hand-dipped Maple View ice cream, a bright candy counter and local specialty candies giving the place a vintage flair.  Enjoy fresh muffins, pastry, homemade pound cake, ham biscuits, delicious hot dogs and coffee.   Local art and crafts round out the store. There is also free wi-fi.

In the evenings try a glass of wine or a microbrew craft beer while listening to jazz, blues and bluegrass!  Located at 246 S Nash Street, hours are Mon 7 am - 2 pm, Tues - Sat 7 am - 9 pm and Sun 8 am  - 2 pm.

Charlie Style Boutique Shop at 121 W. Margaret Lane has opened beside the Orange County Main Library in downtown Hillsborough.  You'll find jewelry, purses, accessories, gifts, yard art and more on Tues-Sat, 10 am - 6 pm.  
 

Pueblo Viejo has opened in the former Casa Ibarra location at 107 James J Freeland Memorial Dr in Hillsborough.  The restaurant serves traditional Mexican food, has outdoor seating and a stage for live music and dancing. Call (919) 732-3480.
In Chapel Hill located at 114 Henderson Street, The Lodge Bar & Grill offers daily drink specials and a great outdoor patio for dining.  You'll find numerous HDTVs to watch the big game.   
 

The Courtyard at 431 West Franklin Street welcomes Camos Brothers Pizza, authentic style New York Pizza. Call (919) 240-7014. 

New shops include Seagrove Pottery at University Mall at 201 S. Estes Drive.  Hours are 10 am-7 pm, Mon-Sat, 1-6 pm, Sun. Call (919) 960-5000.  Focal Point Art Gallery is at 1215 E. Franklin Street with hours, Thur -Fri 3-8 pm, Sat Noon - 8 pm and Sun 3 - 6 pm. 
(Photo of The Depot at Hillsborough Station) 

	 Dining and Shopping Guide for Downtown Hillsborough
The new Downtown Hillsborough Shopping, Dining and Relaxing Guides are here!  The guide features a map with corresponding numbered listings for downtown Hillsborough Dining, Shops, Accommodations and Services. Julie Smith with Hillsborough Graphics donated her services for the design of the guide which is sponsored by the Downtown Merchants of Historic Hillsborough and the Hillsborough Tourism Board. 

You may pick up guides at the Hillsborough/Orange County Chamber office at 102 N. Churton Street, the Orange County Visitors Center at 150 E. King Street and in Chapel Hill at the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Center at 501 W. Franklin Street among other locations.  Initially, 10,000 guides were printed.

	 PlayMakers 2011-12 Season

PlayMakers Repertory Company’s 36th season is highlighted by a Shakespearean coming-of-age epic and two world premieres.  The season will feature the Bard’s “Henry IV” and “Henry V,” collectively titled “The Making of a King,” playing in rotating repertory. Also on its Mainstage, the professional theater company in residence at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will present the world premiere of “The Parchman Hour,” Mike Wiley’s play with stories and songs about the 1961 freedom riders and Edward Albee’s marital slugfest,  “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”, a Tony Award-winning play.

Rounding out the Mainstage Season will be Sarah Ruhl’s new comedy “In the Next Room (or the vibrator play)” and the frantically funny farce “Noises Off” by Michael Frayn.

PlayMakers will also present three thought-provoking shows in its second-stage season, the PRC2 series. The series will begin with a drama exploring human cloning, “A Number” by Caryl Churchill, and conclude with the world premiere of Ellen McLaughlin’s “Penelope,” a one-woman production accompanied by a string quartet. A third play is yet to be announced. Each PRC 2 performance includes engaging post-show dialogue between the artists and the audience, the hallmark of the series. 

All performances will be in UNC’s Center for Dramatic Art on Country Club Road. Mainstage productions will be in the Paul Green Theatre; PRC2 shows, in the Elizabeth Price Kenan Theatre.

	 Grammy-Nominated J.D. Souther Coming to Carrboro 
American singer-songwriter and actor, J.D. Souther is coming to The ArtsCenter in Carrboro on June 12 at 7 pm.  He is a well known country rock performer, writer and co-writer of hit songs for other artists, most famously Linda Ronstadt and the Eagles band.  One of the principal architects of the Southern California country-rock sound, Souther co-wrote several of the Eages hits, such as “Heartache Tonight” and “New Kid In Town.”  1984 brought his own chart-topping successes “You’re Only Lonely” and the James Taylor duet “Her Town Too.” As an actor, he has played several roles, including the character of John Dunaway in the (1989–1990) third season of the television drama thirtysomething and Ted in the film Postcards from the Edge (1990). 

Knoxville-based Jill Andrews opens the evening. Advanced tickets are $24 and $26 the day of the show.  The performance is part of the ArtsCenter's American Roots Series. 

	West Hillsborough Highlights in 2011 Spring Garden Tour
Three Hillsborough Avenue gardens in West Hillsborough are among the gardens featured in the 2011 Hillsborough Spring Garden Tour on Saturday, May 14, from 10 am  to 4 pm  and on Sunday, May 15, from Noon - 4 pm.  Additionally, Chatwood, which is a nationally acclaimed, English-inspired country garden featuring perennial borders, woodland and kitchen garden, and a world-famous collection of heritage roses, will be on the tour on Saturday only.  The tour takes place rain or shine and benefits the programs of the Alliance for Historic Hillsborough, sponsoring organization of the event. 
 
There will also be a plant sale, the OC Beekeepers will dedicate a pollinator garden at the Alexander Dickson House, and refreshments will be sold at the Nash Hooper House garden (which is a stop on the tour).  

Adult tickets are $15 in advance and $20 the day of the tour and children 12 years and under are admitted free. You can purchase tickets online or drop by the Alliance for Historic Hillsborough at the Orange County Visitors Center, 150 East King Street, Hillsborough. Take I-40, exit 261, or I-85, exit 164, and follow the visitor information signs. For more information, call (919) 732-7741 or toll-free at (877) 732-7748.  
 

	Orange County Speedway
 

Racing action continues throughout the summer and fall at the Orange County Speedway in Rougemont.  The next race is Saturday, May 14 featuring 237 laps from Orange County Late Model Select. Also on the schedule are Limited Sportsman, Street Stock, Super Mini Trucks and more.  Tickets are just $10 for adults, $8 for students 11 to 17, $1 for 10 and under.  Senior citizens, military personnel and area university employees are just $8 with a valid ID.  The season continues through November 26.  Races begin at 7 pm.

Orange County Speedway is located in Northeastern Orange County on the site of the original Trico Motor Speedway, which was built in the early 1960s. What originally opened as a dirt facility was paved and is currently a 3/8ths mile (.375) asphalt, high-banked oval track. The banking and wide-sweeping turns make this facility the fastest 3/8 mile track in the country. 

(Photo - of Orange County Speedway from Racers Reunion website)

	New Signage Helps to Navigate Chapel Hill
Finding you way around Chapel Hill just got easier as crews are installing signs as part of a new vehicular way-finding signage project launched by the Town of Chapel Hill.  The first signs installed direct motorists coming in to Chapel Hill from I-40 along Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard to downtown. Another set of signs will be installed this month from U.S. 15-501 and Southern Village into downtown.
 
Additional signs in the way-finding program will direct motorists from all entry points into Chapel Hill, and in both directions. Eventually there will be a total of about 40 way-finding signs to guide people into downtown, the University area including the hospital and sporting attractions, and other key attractions such as parks and community centers. The project is just one piece of the Town's efforts to improve signage for residents and visitors, as directed by the Town Council.

"This is a result of the Council's interest in improved signage and an outgrowth of joint discussions between the Town and University in publicizing our mutual assets as a boost to the Town's economic development," said Town Manager Roger Stancil.

The project was coordinated by a committee of Town of Chapel Hill staff members reporting to Town Manager Roger Stancil and collaborating with the Downtown Partnership, the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau, UNC Visitors' Center, UNC Health Care, UNC-Chapel Hill and the NC Botanical Garden. 

	 Visitors Bureau Continues Facelift
 

In a effort to continue with the beautification of the Visitors Center in downtown Chapel Hill, work continues on the Dogwood Mural on the back of the Visitors Center building at 501 W. Franklin Street.   Artist Michael Brown has added a beautfiul green wall and more flowers tying the painted dogwoods from one building to the back breezeway entrance of the visitors center.  
On the front of the Visitors Center at 501 W. Franklin Street, visitors will notice a new coat of orange paint on the door and cream and orange paint on the shutters.  This face lift ties in nicely with the informational flags which were placed on the building last year.  Drop by the see the new look center.  You will also notice some changes inside with new carpet and rotating art and pottery exhibits highlighting local artists.  Visitor Center hours are Mon-Fri, 8:30 am - 5 pm and Sat, 10 am - 2 pm.
 

	 Local Tourism Industry News Briefs & Updates


Dale Pennington began work May 1 as Executive Director of the Orange County Historical Museum. Pennington is receiving a master’s degree in history, with a concentration in museum studies, in May from UNC-Greensboro. She received bachelor’s degrees in history and communication in 2009 from NC State University. As Executive Director, Pennington is responsible for the museum’s operations, exhibits, publications, outreach programs, fundraising and acquisitions. She has served as curatorial assistant for the Masonic Museum in Greensboro, site historian at the Northeast Park of Guilford County in Gibsonville, visitor services specialist at the Duke Homestead State Historic Site in Durham, and exhibit research intern at the N.C. Museum of History in Raleigh. She also served as an oral history intern for the New Winston Museum in Winston-Salem, and conducted research and oral history interviews and designed a website for the Greensboro Cone Mill Villages. Pennington’s predecessor, Darcie Martin, left in April for a position as museum educator at the Molly Brown House Museum in Denver, Colorado. Orange County Historical Museum is located at 201 N. Churton Street in downtown Hillsborough.  

The Southern Village 2011 Summer Music Series features performances through October 9.  Enjoy weekly concerts on Sundays at 7 pm and well as other special events throughout the summer.  The highlight of the season will be the 12th annual FREE performance by the North Carolina Symphony on Friday, June 3rd at 7:30 pm.  The evening’s performance will be “Around the World in Eighty Minutes”, conducted by Music Director Grant Llewellyn in his first-ever Southern Village appearance, with accompaniment by Rhiannon Giddens, lead vocalist for the Grammy Award-winning Carolina Chocolate Drops. Performances are held on the stage at the Village Green in Southern Village.  Guests are invited to bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating, and can bring a picnic or purchase food from any of the Southern Village food establishments.  There will be 28 concerts in all, most of which are free, unless otherwise noted.  Performances range from rock to blues to jazz to bluegrass to Klezmer to Grateful Dead tributes.  

The Kidzu Children’s Museum has closed its 105 E. Franklin Street location and will be temporarily relocating to a new space across at 123 W. Franklin Street in University Square in early June.  The new location is bright, airy and well equipped, with ample parking. The space will serve as the museum’s temporary home until Kidzu moves into its permanent 15,000-square-foot home atop the Wallace Parking deck on Rosemary Street in downtown Chapel Hill in the coming years.

University Lake and Cane Creek Reservoir are open for boating, fishing, picnicking, sunbathing and other recreation. Recreation hours at University Lake are 6:30 am - 6 pm on Fridays through Sundays and at Cane Creek Reservoir from 6:30 am - 6 pm on Saturdays. University Lake is on the west side of Carrboro near the intersection of Old Fayetteville and Jones Ferry roads.  The Cane Creek Reservoir is about 8 miles west of Carrboro on the north side of NC 54, just west of Stanford Road.  OWASA’s lakes are alcohol-free, and lake users are required to use life jackets under safety rules. For details on boat requirements, fees and licenses, visit OWASA.The recreation season ends November 13.

The Town of Hillsborough’s Gold Park Field has reopened.  The field was closed for a year to be re-graded, crowned with soil and reseeded with drought-tolerant Bermuda grass. The field will be available again for pick-up games of baseball and soccer and other play. The field also may be reserved if residents want a more organized game. The reservation rate is $10 per hour for residents and $20 per hour for nonresidents.  Gold Park is located at 415 Dimmocks Mill Road. The park is open daily from 8 am until 30 minutes after dusk.

Want a beautiful and relaxing place to watch butterflies!  Visit the new Butterfly Air Garden at the Chapel Hill Community Center Park at 120 S. Estes Drive.  The Garden was created as a service project of Girl Scout Troop 741 for the purpose of educating the public about biodiversity, native plants, and air quality and awareness.  

11th Annual Timeless Cruizers Car Show is May 14 from 8 am - 4 pm at the Efland Ruritan Club, 3009 US Hwy 70 in Efland.  The Holiday Band will perform from 11 am - 2 pm.  Enjoy a Friday Night Cruise-In, 50s & 60s Sock Hop with oldies played by professional DJ, David “Loose Shoes” Tuttle.  Music, Food and Fun from 6 pm - 9 pm on May 13.

Annual Greek Festival is May 20-22, East Chapel Hill High School at 500 Weaver Dairy Road.  Activities are Friday 6-9 pm, Saturday 11 am – 9 pm, and Sunday 11 am – 8 pm.  Greek music, folk dancing, food, pastries, Art Gallery, Gift & Jewelry shops, grocery store, and Craft & Souvenir boutique. Sponsored by St. Barbara Church. Admission is $1 admission with children under 8 free.

Bob Gibbons Tournament of Champions Basketball Tournament, is May 27-29.  Check this website and the visitors bureau website for upcoming details. 


Mina's Studio was a big winner in this year’s Chapel Hill News Rose Awards with 8 awards including best salon, best spa, best barbershop, best customer service and best window display and individual awards for best hair stylist, best barber and best barista. Mina’s Studio is a full service salon that has been serving the Chapel Hill area for over 20 years and has been voted best salon by Metro Magazine, Chapel Hill News, Herald-Sun, Independent and Citysearch. 

Visit Orange County Farms for information on the county's farmers' markets.

Allison Witt (photo) joins the Sheraton Chapel Hill as Director of Group Sales. Allison is a graduate from the University of Tennessee in 2001 with a B.S. in Communications & Public Relations.  She has worked for the hotel's new management company, Richfield Hospitality, for the past 5 years as the Corporate Sales Manager at the Hilton in Knoxville, TN.  Allison was the recipient of 2010 Pauly Award for Outstanding Community Service presented by the Knoxville Tourism Alliance and the University of Tennessee, Tourism Institute for her service with the Junior League of Knoxville and the Dogwood Arts Festival.  Allison is excited about her relocation to Chapel Hill and is looking forward to being involved in community activities.  
 

Media Mentions

USA Today notes May is National Barbecue Month.  When asking within its offices any style preference among North Carolina, Kansas City, Texas or Memphis barbecue, Allen & Son in Chapel Hill is a favorite of travel writer Laura Bly. 

PlayMakers Repertory Company was featured on the April 14 edition of UNC-TV's North Carolina Weekend.
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