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	Vote Chapel Hill Top Distinctive Destination
The National Trust for Historic Preservation has named Chapel Hill as one of its 2011 Dozen Distinctive Destinations. The Trust recognizes communities across America that offer cultural and recreational experiences different from those found at the typical vacation destination. Chapel Hill was selected for its stately charm, dynamic cultural offerings and its citizens’ dedication to protecting and sharing its unique heritage. 

Now you can help make Chapel Hill even more unique by voting it the No. 1 Distinctive Destination from the top 12.  Go to  Preservation Nation, click on register and set up your account and vote for Chapel Hill.  After you click the Chapel Hill box you will see a big check mark. To register your vote, scroll down to the bottom and click vote.  You may vote once daily between now and March 15.  

Chapel Hill prizes its legacy, whether that’s basketball or the hard-to-describe feeling you get from strolling down its tree-lined streets, past the Horace Williams House, the Morehead Planetarium, past campus and up Columbia to the Carolina Inn. And yet it couldn’t be more contemporary. Because of that, it’s hard to believe that Chapel Hill, in one incarnation or another, has been here through four different centuries. Historic preservation is about much more than buildings. It’s about protecting traditions. As they say, you have to know where you’ve been to know where you’re going. That Chapel Hill has been recognized by the National Trust as a town that authentically represents the stories and people of the past is a great honor.  

(Photo Franklin Street)

	 Happy 100th Birthday Carrboro!
Come to 

 HYPERLINK "http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=4230322&msgid=4447270&act=7XRJ&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ci.carrboro.nc.us%2Frp%2FgpseWS11.htm" \o "Town of Carrboro" Carrboro's Centennial Celebration

 HYPERLINK "http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=4230322&msgid=4447270&act=7XRJ&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ci.carrboro.nc.us%2Frp%2FgpseWS11.htm" \o "Town of Carrboro"  Thursday, March 3 at the Carrboro Century Center in downtown Carrboro.  The celebration recognizes the 100th anniversary of the Town's incorporation.  Gather at 7:15 pm for the ringing of the Century Center's bell (100 times of course).  Formal remarks by Mayor Mark Chilton and the Board of Alderman  are at 7:45 pm, while Congressman David Price speaks at 8 pm.  Other events include a presentation by the Carrboro High School History Club, poet reading by Carrboro Poet Laureate Jay Bryan, arts exhibition, "Circle Art 100," by Collan Kneale,  singing by Carrboro school children and a final "Happy Birthday" serenade while enjoying birthday cupcakes.  The celebration is free.  

In addition to this event, the fun continues on Carrboro Day (always the first Sunday in May), May 1, 2011 at the Town Commons and locations throughout the town.   Carrboro Day will feature four live music acts, including Maholo Jazz, Village Band, Triangle Jazz Orchestra and Cool John Ferguson.  That same day, the ArtsCenter will present a variety of music and performance acts. 

 

	Orange County Chefs Saluted


Congratulations to three area chefs for making the short list on the prestigious James Beard Awards. Aaron Vandemark, Panciuto restaurant in Hillsborough; and Chapel Hill’s Andrea Reusing, Lantern and Chip Smith of Bonne Soiree are all to be congratulated for offering fine dining.  All three are semi-finalists for the top chef in the southeast United States.  The finalists will be announced on March 21 with the winners named in early May.

Deemed “the Oscars of the food world,” by Time magazine, The James Beard Foundation Awards are the country’s most coveted honor for chefs; food and beverage professionals; broadcast media, journalists, and authors working on food; and restaurant architects and designers.

Orange County is home to numerous award-winning chefs and restaurants.  On another note of congratulations, Vandemark was also a top 10 finalist for Food & Wine magazine's The People's Best New Chef 2011: Southeast region.  
 

	 Hillsborough Welcomes New Food Tour
Taste Carolina Gourmet Food Tours is now offering a walking food tour in downtown Hillsborough beginning March 19.  Historic Hillsborough boasts Southern charm, 18th and 19th century architecture, and a vibrant literary and artistic scene. It is also home to fantastic restaurants with a true farm-to-table vibe. Talk with chefs, owners, and farmers while exploring Hillsborough's history and architecture. Enjoy the warmth and friendliness of the town and, of course, plenty of food... handmade chocolates, locally roasted coffees, famous scones, local beer, organic wine, and a stop at one of the most esteemed restaurants in the Southeast - Panciuto. 

The tour is 11 am – 2: pm and costs $41.  You must register in advance. Upcoming Historic Hillsborough Walking Food Tours are  March 19, April 2, April 23, May 7, May 28, June 11, June 25. For more information call (919) 237-2254.

(Photo of Panciuto)

	  North Carolina High School Basketball Championships at Smith Center

The North Carolina High School Basketball Championships return to the Dean Smith Center on the UNC Campus on March 12. The Smith Center will host the 2-A and 4-A classifications. Games are tentatively scheduled for Noon, 2:30 pm, 5 pm and 7:30 pm. The order at this point is 2-A women, 2-A men, 4-A women and then 4-A men.   Tickets are $9 in advance and $10 at the gate. 

The following hotels are offering special rates for the championships: Aloft Chapel Hill, Courtyard by Marriott, Days Inn, Hampton Inn, University Inn Chapel Hill, Sheraton Chapel Hill Hotel and The Siena Hotel.   Check the NCHSAA website above for hotel and team information.  
(Photo of North Carolina High School Championships from nchsaa.org) 

	 Visit the New UNC Women's Basketball Museum
The UNC Women's Basketball Museum is located off the concouse of the newly renovated Carmichael Arena on the UNC campus.  See the heritage and history of the program through photos, memorabilia, trophies, interactive displays and more.  Learn of the 1994 national championship, four final fours and the nine Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament champions.  

Two national players of the year, Ivory Latta and Charlotte Smith, are honored as well as eleven All-Americans, and numerous All-ACC and Academic Honor Roll mentions.  Hall of Fame Head Coach Sylvia Hathcell has been a three time National coach of the year winner.  There are a dozen UNC players who have played in the Women's National Basketball Association.  See a mountain of signed basketballs by past players.  

For a video tour of the free museum, click on the link above and see the Carolina All-Access video section on the right hand side dated February 16, 2011.
(Photo of UNC Women's Basketball Museum by Jeffrey Camarati, UNC Athletic Communications)

	 Baseball at the Bosh is fun for the Whole Family
      

Great Spring weather and family fun are expected at Bryson Field at Boshamer Stadium for the UNC 2011 Baseball season. A number of special promotions are planned during the year.  Returning in 2011 is the popular Kids Club Takes Over the Bosh on Saturday, May 7 vs Maryland.  Cancer Awareness Weekend will be April 1-3 vs Clemson and the CAA Beach Bash is Friday, April 22 vs Miami. Carolina Baseball Trading Cards and 2011 Team Posters will be distributed throughout the year, as well as other great giveaways. Be sure to check the Season Promotions Schedule throughout the season for the latest updated information as all promotions and giveaways are subject to change. 

Single game tickets are $5-7 for non-conference and $7-10 for conference games.  Mini-season ticket packages are also available.  

	 Moorefields Spring Wildflower Hike 


Enjoy a free spring wildflower hike at 10 am on Saturday, April 9 at Moorefields. The hike, which will explore the ridges and bottomlands near Seven Mile Creek, will be led by Milo Pyne, an N.C. State-trained botanist, senior regional ecologist for NatureServe, president of the Eno River Association, and an expert on Piedmont wildflowers. 

Moorefields (photo) was built in 1785 as a summer home by Alfred Moore, a military and educational leader and prominent jurist who ultimately served as the second and last North Carolinian on the United States Supreme Court.  The entire property is maintained as a wildlife refuge and abuts Orange County's 250-acre Seven Mile Creek Nature Preserve.  Located at 2201 Moorefields Road in Hillsborough, Moorefields is open by appointment only. For more information about the hike, call (919) 732-4384 or write to barryj@earthlink.net.

	See popular movie "Big Fish" and Meet Author Daniel Wallace April 12 

 

Mark your calendar for the Tuesday, April 12 showing of the movie Big Fish at the Varsity Theatre on Franklin Street at 5 pm followed by discussion in the theatre with Big Fish Author Daniel Wallace, talking with Bill Ferris, Senior Associate Director of UNC's Center for the Study of the American South.  A reception follows the talk at  around 8 pm at Hyde Hall on the UNC Campus off of East Franklin Street across from the post office in downtown Chapel Hill.  The movie will cost $3 for the general public and is free to all UNC One Card holders.  

Visit www.uncsouth.org for more information in the coming days.

	 Hillsborough Sculpture Tour Begins April 16 
The  inaugural exhibition of contemporary public outdoor sculpture will be exhibited throughout downtown Historic Hillsborough.  The tour will open April 16, the same day as the Hillsborough Arts Council’s Arts and Crafts Show. The sculptures will remain on exhibit until the end of September and will be available for sale.

All locations will be within walking distance of downtown. Locations include Historic Burwell School, Eagle Masonic Lodge, the Hillsborough Police Station, Turnip Patch Park, the Hillsborough Visitors Center, and the Old Orange County Courthouse (see photo). Sculptures will be carefully sited to enhance the appearance and accessibility of the art and the site on which the art is located. 

A 3-judge panel has selected 6 winning sculptures. The judges were Emily Kass, Director of the Ackland Art Museum; Jane Tyndall, owner of Tyndall Galleries; and Tinka Jordy, sculptor and co-owner of Eno Gallery. The winners, which will be announced soon, will receive an honorarium of $750. In addition to cash awards, at the closing of the tour two special awards will be announced: The Judges Choice Award and The People’s Choice Award. The People’s Choice Award will be made based on votes by spectators who pick up ballots and maps at the Visitors Center at 150 E. King Street.

For information, contact the Hillsborough Arts Council at (919) 643-2500.

	 New Book Showcases North Carolina Farms

Farm Fresh North Carolina, the first statewide guidebook of its kind in the country, takes readers on a lively tour of more than 425 farms, produce stands, farmers’ markets, wineries, children-friendly pumpkin patches and corn mazes, pick-your-own orchards, restaurants, bed and breakfasts, agricultural festivals, and more. All destinations are open to the public and have been personally vetted by travel writer Diane Daniel.

Published by the University of North Carolina Press, the book also includes twenty recipes gathered from North Carolina farmers, innkeepers, and chefs, as well as sidebars about the state’s agricultural history, politics, and eccentricities.

Emphasizing farms and establishments that are independent, sustainable, and active in public education and conservation, Farm Fresh North Carolina will help Tar Heels and tourists discover how the burgeoning farm movement has become a bridge between North Carolina’s past and present. Numerous Orange County farm locations are included in the book.

Come and meet author Daniel as she hosts the conversation “From Farm to Fork” with Panciuto chef and James Beard seminfinalist Aaron Vandemark, Helga MacAller of Four Leaf Farm, and Ben Bergmann and Noah Ranells, of Fickle Creek Farm followed by nibbles and book signing at 7 pm, March 8 at Flyleaf Books at 752 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Chapel Hill. Daniel will also be at A Southern Season at University Mall at 11:30 am on March 26. 

	16th Annual Piedmont Farm Tour 2011
Join Carolina Farm Stewardship Association and Weaver Street Market for the nation’s largest sustainable farm tour April 16-17, from 1 – 5 pm each day. The Piedmont Farm Tour is rain or shine. 

This self-guided tour will feature dozens of farms in Orange, Chatham, Alamance, Durham and Person counties. Come learn about the Triangle’s local and organic farm and food scene. Meet local farmers and tour their beautiful farms. It’s great for the whole family. 

Advanced tickets are $25 per carload. You are encouraged to bring a cooler to purchase items from the farms. Please leave your pets at home. 
 

(Photo of Piedmont Farm Tour at Fickle Creek Farm in Efland)

	Chapel Hill and UNC During the Civil War  
 

How did Chapel Hill and the University experience the Civil War? Home Front on the Hill: Chapel Hill and the University during the Civil War, an exhibit in UNC’s Wilson Special Collections Library, looks at the conflict through the eyes of students and civilians.

The free public exhibit launches the Library’s four-year series of programming in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. It is on view through May 8 in the Melba Remig Saltarelli Exhibit Room on the third floor of Wilson Library. On display will be about 160 items from Wilson Library collections, including letters related to the firing in 1856 of a UNC professor for his opposition to extending slavery into new territories; three eyewitness accounts of the April 1865 occupation of Chapel Hill by Union troops and much more. For additional information about the exhibit or events, contact Wilson Library call (919) 962-3765.

(Rendering of UNC Campus, North Carolina Collection)

	FRANK's First Birthday is OFF THE WALL
FRANK Gallery will host its first birthday celebration and fundraiser, OFF THE WALL!, at the popular gallery on Franklin Street on April 30 at 6 pm. The event promises to be creative and fun – much like FRANK. The evening’s focus will be artist-donated original fine art that FRANK will literally take OFF THE WALL and give to lucky new owners!

Here’s how it works. 100 pieces of art (each valued from over $200 to $2,000) will be donated by FRANK artists, other well-known local artists and some talented community heroes. Only 100 tickets are available for purchase, the same as the number of works of art, ensuring that every ticket holder will be taking a piece home. The tension builds as tickets are drawn randomly, allowing that person to make their selection. There will also be amazing silent auction items that are being saved as a surprise for attendees.

Tickets are $200 each and currently available at FRANK, 109 East Franklin Street; by phone at (919) 636-4135; and by mail (download an order form at www.frankisart.com. These ticket holders may also buy a companion ticket for $75 which will admit a guest to the festivities but not entitle them to a piece of art.

The artwork will be on display two weeks prior to the fundraiser starting Monday, April 18, at FRANK, and on the web.  So have a look, mark your favorites, and be prepared to make your choice when your name is called!

Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit FRANK and its educational programming, exhibits, and community outreach programs. Please contact Barbara Rich, Gallery Director at (919) 636-4135 for more information.

	New Shops, Restaurants and Nightlife in Downtown Chapel Hill  
 

The Front Porch Bar and Grill is open at 143 East Franklin Street.  The restaurant serves American fare including soups, salads and sandwiches; serving wine and beer. It is open Mon-Wed, 11 am-11 pm; Thur, 11 am - 1 am and Fri-Sat, 11 am - 2 am. 

4 Boutique is open at 149 East Franklin Street, upstairs from The Princeton Review. This is a woman's accessories boutique that sells jewelry, handbags, scarves, and other items. Born from a class assignment, 4 Boutique is owned and operated by two UNC students. All profits go to to four area nonprofit agencies.  4 Boutique, is open Tuesday through Saturday, 11 am - 6 pm. 

The first retail store is open in the new Greenbridge development at 610 W. Rosemary Street.   LIGHT Art + Design is a 2,500 square foot art and design showroom dedicated to the promotion and sale of fine art, craft and design items. LIGHT will host special events and openings for the Triangle’s art, design and architectural communities. It features  handmade furniture, responsibly manufactured textiles, energy efficient lighting, rugs made from rapidly renewable resources, sustainable home materials, EcoSmart fireplaces as well as Fine Art including Paintings, Drawings, Prints, Sculptures, Ceramics, Glass & Jewelry.  Hours are Noon -  6 pm Wed - Sat and by appointment. 

PULSE is the largest 18+ nightclub in Chapel Hill. Sit at the bar and enjoy the music, or hit the dance floor.  This membership club at 136 E. Rosemary Street is open Tues - Sat 10 pm - 2:30 am.    

(Photo of The Front Porch Bar & Grill by the Chapel Hill Downtown Partnership)

	Visitors Bureau Hosts March Sales Blitz  
 

On March 10 area hospitality leaders will hold a luncheon event from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm for UNC campus officials who make decisions and plan meetings and events.  It's designed to make the officials aware of the wide array and number of diverse hotel and meeting options that are available to host their events in Orange County.  The event at the William & Ida Friday Center is part of the "Book Local" effort noting the economic importance of booking meetings and conferences in Orange County's hotels and meeting facilities.

Visitors Bureau sales director Linda Ekeland, and area hoteliers, will host the March Meeting event "Meeting Space? We're the Place!" offering a fabulous lunch buffet, and great prizes; all while decision makers can learn about and meet with area meeting facilities.  Your Business Card will get you into the luncheon, however you must RSVP to Tina Fuller at the Visitors Bureau by calling (919) 968-2060 by March 8.  Leading up to the luncheon there will be a 2-day blitz of campus meetings planners on March 8-9 by area hoteliers and meeting site officials.

	 Local Tourism Industry News Briefs & Updates


Mark Nelson is the new Director of Marketing and Public Relations in UNC's Office of the Executive Director of the Arts.  His primary responsibility will be to market and promote the university's flagship performing arts series, Carolina Perfoming Arts. 
Matthew Roybal will be the first manager for The Piedmont Food & Agricultural Processing Center.  The center located in Hillsborough is scheduled to open for business in April 2011.  Roybal, a resident of Hillsborough is a natural foods & culinary consultant.  Orange County is fiscal agent for and acting on behalf of Alamance, Chatham, and Durham Counties, the partner counties in this effort.  The Orange County Economic Development Department has been working with Cooperative Extension staff in all four counties, together providing leadership and critical staff support while developing this multi-county project. 

The 13th Annual Orange County Agricultural Summit will be held March 21 at the Ruritan Club, 6116 Efland-Cedar Grove Rd. in Cedar Grove.  In addition to a full slate of agricultural topics, Joe Thompson, owner of Thompson’s Prawn Farm, is being honored as the 2010 NC Small Farmer of the Year. Three tour stops are planned for the afternoon of the Summit:  Thompson Prawn Farm, Tiny Farm and the Piedmont Food and Agricultural Processing Center.  The summit fee is $10.  Registration will take place from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  A sponsored lunch made with locally grown products will be served. Seating is limited. To reserve a spot, contact the Orange County Cooperative Extension office at (919) 245-2050.  For additional information, including the agenda and driving directions, click here. 
 

The Women's Center annual "Through Women's Eyes, By Women's Hands" art exhibition and sale, Anonymous Mini Masterpieces and Cocktail Reception will be held on March 4 from 7 pm - 10 pm at the Greenbridge development's groundfloor retail space (Corner of Rosemary & N. Merritt Mill, Chapel Hill).  The event features the work of local female artists and the cuisine of female chefs.  Attendance is $50 per person.  To purchase tickets, or for more information, call The Women’s Center at (919) 968-4610.
 

LEGO-palooza has showcased thousands of different LEGO models and scenarios over the past six years -- everything from spaceships to castles to Wild West scenes. Come to the free seventh annual LEGO-palooza exhibit at the Morehead Planetarium & Science Center,  appropriate for children ages 5 and older, accompanied by adults. It's also really popular with teens and college students who want to relive their childhood experiences with a favorite toy! (Note: The exhibit does not include hands-on activities.)  LEGO-palooza is March 5, 11 am - 4 pm and March 6 from 1-4 pm.  

Kidzu Children’s Museum, which opened in March 2006, welcomed its 150,000th visitor on February 16.  Kidzu's 5-year anniversary celebration will kickoff with free admission and active games on March 6.  In addition to the museum’s regular offerings in the “KidZoom” exhibit that inspire children to exercise their creativity and imagination, guests will also be treated to fun active games like Twister, hopscotch, and bean bag toss just to name a few. The day long celebration will culminate with a “high five” cake at 4 pm. The museum is at 109 E. Franklin Street in downtown Chapel Hill.

The ArtsCenter in Carrboro will be hosting the 2011 Southern Sacred Steel Conference as part of the 8th annual American Roots Series, March 17-20.

The 10th Annual Birdhouses on Parade at The Carolina Inn runs Sunday, March 20 through Sunday, April 24.  See one of a kind birdhouses and feeders crafted by North Carolina artisans as well as participate in numerous spring events.

Molly O’Neill, cookbook author and a reporter and food columnist for The New York Times for 10 years, will speak at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill March 24. O’Neill will discuss her book “One Big Table: Regional Cooking in America” at 5:30 p.m. in Hyde Hall, off East Franklin Street. Afterward, she will sign books. Her talk will open UNC’s first “Food Cultures” student symposium. O'Neill has won the Julia Child/IACP Award for cookbooks, has twice been nominated for a Pulitzer Prize and was awarded the James Beard Foundation’s Lifetime Achievement Award. O’Neill also has hosted the PBS series “Great Food.” 

Mark your calendar for the next Ladies' Night Out in Downtown Hillsborough on April 28 from 6 – 9pm.  Read more in next month's newsletter.
 

Don't forget, Hillsborough Hog Day has moved to May 20-21.  

The Burwell School Historic Site, 319 N. Churton St., Hillsborough will commemorate the Sesquicentennial of the beginning of the Civil War, by presenting, ‘The Beehive’: Civil War Refugees at the Burwell School.  This original exhibition offers a glimpse into the lives of the wealthy Collins family of Somerset Place, who purchased the Burwell home in 1862 as refugees fleeing Union occupation of eastern North Carolina. As the Burwell property became home to over forty members of the Collins household, it acquired the nickname of “The Beehive” and was constantly “a-buzz” with activity. A cast iron sewing machine, medical instruments, photographs, newspaper articles and family letters provide vivid images of 1860s Hillsborough. The Burwell School is open Wed.-Sat. 11 am-4 pm, and Sun. 1-4 pm.  
Check out the happenings at area Farmers' Markets at www.orangecountyfarms.org. 


 Media Mentions
 

WRAL-TV featured Chapel Hill as a Dozen Distinctive Destination. For other Distinctive Destination stories, go to Visit Chapel Hill and click on In the News. 




