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	Construction Begins on 140 West Franklin
On Wednesday, Jan. 5th a groundbreaking event took place for the 140 West Franklin building project at the Town-owned parking lot at the intersections of Franklin, Church and Rosemary streets in downtown Chapel Hill, near Aveda Salon. The $55 million mixed-use community will be constructed in the heart of Chapel Hill as the focal point of the Town of Chapel Hill’s Downtown Economic Development Initiative. 

Chapel Hill has implemented a plan to replace all hourly parking spaces being temporarily lost. There are a total of 105 new hourly parking spaces in the following locations: along West Franklin Street; and in the West Rosemary Street Lot, the new West Franklin-Basnight Lot, and the 415 W. Franklin Street Lot. The building project includes 140 homes (18 of which are in a trust for affordable housing), 26,000 square feet of ground-level retail space and 337 parking spaces. The 140 West Franklin building will stand four stories tall along Franklin Street and steps back to eight stories tall at the center. The project is expected to take about 24 months to complete.  

	 Martin Luther King Jr Remembrances Take Place Jan 16-21
The week begins with the 26th annual University/Community Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Banquet at the Friday Center at 6 pm on Jan 16. Keynote speaker is Dr. Charles Daye, UNC’s first full-time African American law professor. Cost is $25 for a ticket. 

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro and UNC Chapel Hill chapters of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) will sponsor its annual Martin L. King Jr. Day Rally, March and Worship Service on Jan. 17. Meet for the rally at 9 am at the Franklin Street Post Office and Court Building in downtown Chapel Hill and join the march down Franklin Street. The march will end at First Baptist Church, where social justice activist Dr. Benjamin Chavis will speak. 

The 30th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Lecture is Jan. 19 at 7:30 pm at Memorial Hall on the UNC campus.  Soledad O’Brien, an anchor and special correspondent for CNN: Special Investigations Unit, will speak. Tickets are free but required. Reserved-seat tickets for general public, faculty and staff will be available starting Jan. 14; limit two tickets per person. All tickets must be picked up in person from the Memorial Hall Box Office. For more information, call (919) 843-3333.  Here is a complete schedule of the week's events. 
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	New Blue Sky Film Festival in Southern Village


The Blue Sky Film Festival is coming to Chapel Hill’s Lumina Theatre Feb. 4-6.  To kick off the festival, a special reception will be hosted by Harrington Bank at their Southern Village location, benefiting The Arc of Orange County, followed by the feature length film at 8pm - “The Horse Boy”.  The Horse Boy is part travel adventure, part insight into shamanic tradition and part intimate look at the autistic mind. In telling one family’s extraordinary story, the film gives voice to the thousands who display amazing courage and creativity every day in the battle against the mysterious and heartbreaking epidemic.  

Blue Sky will also have a Saturday morning silent comedy by Buster Keaton, “The Navigator”, which, according to organizer Nic Beery, “is hilarious and will feature Erich Lieth in the theater improvising an original score. Nothing is more exciting than Keaton and Lieth together.”  The diverse, exciting line-up continues throughout the weekend with shorts, drama, comedy and horror. 
 

	Magazine honors Carrboro's grassroots efforts; forward-thinking government
Carrboro has earned a spot on Mother Earth News' fifth annual “Great Places You’ve (Maybe) Never Heard Of” list. Mother Earth News, the leading magazine dedicated to sustainable living, features six communities in its February-March issue, on sale Jan. 25.

According to the article, of all the towns in this year’s list, Carrboro best exemplifies the kind of place where forward-thinking grass-roots efforts and local government can come together to achieve remarkable things. Carrboro’s commitment to the local food movement, its environmentally friendly development policies, bohemian culture and arts scene all earn points with the magazine. The Visitors Bureau provided photography for the Carrboro story.

“Carrboro is a cultural and food mecca in the south,” says Alison Rogers, assistant editor for the magazine. “Mother Earth News focuses on cool things you can do to live wisely and create community, and we think our readers will identify with a place like Carrboro.”

The annual Great Places list serves as a fun way to recognize cities and towns that demonstrate positive civic energy, invest in the local economy and develop meaningful initiatives for the environment. Other cities making this year’s list are Huntsville, Ala.; Elgin, Ill.; Louisville, Ky.; Fredericksburg, Texas; and Floyd, Va. Mother Earth News is a national magazine based in Topeka, Kansas.   

	 FRANK gallery presents 'Seeing the Figure' 

FRANK art gallery in downtown Chapel Hill presents "Seeing the Figure," an exhibition of contemporary work that is inspired by the human form. Juried by Beverly McIver, this pivotal exhibition will be on display from Jan. 10 to March 6 and features invited Baltimore artists Dennis Farber and Connie Imboden along with Triangle area artists Paris Alexander and Laura Farrow. The public is invited to the artists' reception on Jan. 14, from 5 to 7 pm. 

The exhibiting artists have varied approaches to the figure in style, medium, and content. Many of them are in significant national and international collections ranging from the Museum of Modern Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Photography in Tokyo, to the collections of SAS Institute and former President Bill Clinton. The show also will feature juried work by FRANK members, many of whom are collected regionally and nationally. The exhibition is sponsored by 140 West and Whitehall Antiques and is coordinated by member artists Paul Hrusovsky, Marianita Stevans and Barbara Tyroler. 
 

	 North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival Slated For Feb. 3-26
The largest comedy festival in the southern U.S. featuring sketch comedy, standup, improv, and film & video.  The North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival is the brain child of, Zach Ward.  He founded DSI Comedy Theater, where he is artistic director, and also started the North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival, for which he serves as executive producer. A critically acclaimed comedian, Ward performs locally and around the country. 

At the 11th annual NC Comedy Festival in 2011, seven venues host performances in Carrboro and Chapel Hill and each event celebrates humor in all its forms. Show times vary. Once again festival organizers have teamed with the Varsity Theatre at 123 E Franklin Street in neighboring Chapel Hill to present a film and video screening schedule that begins on Feb. 3 and runs through Feb 5.  For a complete look at the line-up log on to North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival.
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	 College Hockey Tournament at the Triangle SportsPlex
   

The University of North Carolina will host the 2010-2011 ACC Hockey League tournament on Feb 18-20 at the Triangle SportsPlex in Hillsborough.  Tournament seating at the newly renovated SportsPlex is for 300 and further standing room for 300 is available 
 
UNC Ice Hockey is a club sport at the university. The school is an American Collegiate Hockey Association Division II team. UNC practices and their games are held at the Triangle SportsPlex.

Seven teams will participate in the ACCHL Tournament.  In addition to UNC, clubs include Duke, NC State, Maryland, Virginia, Georgetown and George Washington universities.  During the three-day event, there will be a total of 12 games.

In addition, there will be a recognition event for the the 150 Hockey players and their coaches held in downtown Chapel Hill, on Feb 19.  Fans at the Tournament will be encouraged through a coupon sheet inserted in the official ACCHL tournament Program to come and join the teams in downtown Chapel Hill for dinner and entertainment.  The official hotel of the tournament is the Hampton Inn, Chapel Hill. The Hotel has a shuttle service servicing the patrons that will provide transportation in the area.

For tournament information, visit Atlantic Coast Collegiate Hockey League .

	 Former Major Leaguer Scott Bankhead at UNC Baseball Season Kickoff

For the third straight year, supporters and fans of the University of North Carolina baseball program will have the opportunity to kick off the upcoming season with a memorable evening at the Diamond Heels' First Pitch Dinner, scheduled for Feb. 5  at the Carolina Club on the UNC campus.
Tickets for the third-annual event are available by contacting Kim Jones with the Rams Club at (919) 843-6433. Individual tickets are $75 and tables of eight seated with a UNC player are available for $600. Carolina baseball alumni and children 12 and under may purchase tickets for $55.
Scott Bankhead, the 16th-overall pick in the 1984 Major League Baseball draft, 10-year MLB veteran and two-time All-America at North Carolina, is the featured speaker for the event. Attendees also will have the chance to meet the 2011 Tar Heels, and this year's senior class will preview the upcoming season.
The event will open at 6 pm with a silent auction and autograph session with the 2011 Tar Heels followed by dinner at 7 pm. The program and a live auction will follow dinner. Attire for this year's event is business casual. Parking will be available in the Rams Head Deck for a fee.
Currently season and mini-season baseball tickets are on sale at Tarheelblue.com. The home season kicks off Feb. 25 with a three game series against Seton Hall.

	Revolutionary War Living History Day Returns to Hillsborough 

 

Continental and British armies occupied Hillsborough during the Revolutionary War. Commanding figures like Horatio Gates, Nathanael Greene, and Lord General Cornwallis headquartered in the town's inns and taverns. Cornwallis' ill-spent week in Hillsborough in February of 1781 eventually culminated in his surrender at Yorktown eight months later. 

On Feb 19, from 10am-4pm, the Alliance for Historic Hillsborough will hold its Eleventh Annual Revolutionary War Living History Day. Continental, British and militia reenactors will demonstrate camp life during the Revolutionary War and commemorate General Cornwallis’ encampment on the grounds of the Alexander Dickson House (ca 1790), 150 E. King Street.  Events include marching drills, musket-firing demonstrations and open-flame cooking. 

The Alliance's Revolutionary War Guided Tours will also be held that day, beginning and 11 am and 2 pm. The 60-minute tour showcases Hillsborough's revolutionary and colonial era sites, while retelling stories of the events that took place in and around the town. Tours cost $5 per person. 

For additional information please call the Alliance office at (919) 732-7741. 
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	 April 9th Wachovia Tar Heel 10- Miler Sets Cancer Center as Benefactor 
The UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center has been selected by Endurance Magazine as their primary charity partner for the Wachovia Tar Heel 10 Miler, Chapel Hill's largest running event. A record breaking 4,000 runners are expected to take to the streets of Chapel Hill on April 9 in support of UNC Lineberger.  UNC Lineberger is the only public comprehensive cancer center for the state and the people of North Carolina.

"It is an honor to be chosen as a charity partner by an organization like Endurance Magazine, which shares our commitment to making North Carolina a healthier place to live," said Shelley Earp, MD, UNC Lineberger's Director.

Runners will start on the UNC campus, head through downtown Chapel Hill and then weave their way through historic neighborhoods before finishing in UNC's Kenan Football Stadium. Chapel Hill's landmark running event also includes the Fleet Feet Sports 4+ Mile Run that runs concurrently with the 10 Miler for those who prefer a shorter distance.  Both races begin at 7:30 am.  For more information or to register for the race, visit www.tarheel10miler.com. 

	 Carrboro's Wootini Gallery Presents The Addams Family Show
The show is inspired by Wootini's favorite inversion of the ideal American family. "They're creepy and they're kooky, mysterious and spooky. They're all together ooky, the Addams Family!" 

Come check out morbidly delightful work from eleven artists including Doktor A, Scott Blair, Evoker, Andy Foltz, Mike Groves, Chris Hamer, George Lamontagne, Eric Morin, Laurie Shipley, Ben Walker and Bruce White.


The opening reception is Jan 7 from 7-11 pm and the show runs through Jan 31.  Visit Wootini Gallery in its new location at 101 Lloyd Street. 


 

	52 Weeks of Proof: Orange County Great Place To Live, Work and Visit  
Beginning with its Jan 2, 2011 edition, the Chapel Hill Herald launched the first of 52 advertisements heralding why Orange County is such a great place to live, work and visit.  Orange County extends thanks to The Herald-Sun, specifically its publisher Rick Bean, for donating full page, four-color ads in its Sunday editions for the next 52 weeks, a gift totaling $240,000 in in-kind value. 

Please thank them for caring about our county and taking leadership in the telling of Orange County’s story.  Enjoy looking through the next 51 issues and make sure you buy a copy of Sunday's paper to see each entry and theme.  


	New Look Visitors Center features Local Artists 
 

Items from Orange County artists are featured on an on-going rotating basis in the Visitors Center at 501 W. Franklin Street in downtown Chapel Hill.  As mentioned last month, the bureau also has new merchandise items for sale including T-shirts, Chapel Hill polo shirts, caps, mugs, keychains, magnets and children's books featuring Chapel Hill, Carrboro and Hillsborough by local author Irma Tejada and illustrator Chris Kanoy.    

You''ll see some new vintage furniture pieces and new carpeting.  The Bureau is open Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5 pm and 10 am - 2 pm on Sat.   For more information, call (919) 968-2060.

	 Local Tourism Industry News Briefs & Updates


  

Elizabeth Carden will assist the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau in the Group Sales department beginning January 1.   Carden has more than 25 years of sales experience and will use her expertise in promoting the Chapel Hill/Orange County area to the religious and association markets. Carden will piggyback on the success of the Sales Department at the October 2010 Rejuvenate Marketplace trade show in Louisville, Ky., which opened options for potential group marketing for meetings and conferences in Chapel Hill extending through 2016. 
Sabrina Germany is the new General Manager at the Hampton Inn Chapel Hill. 

The Carolina Inn Bridal Showcase 2011 is Jan. 30, from 1-4pm.  The Showcase is open to the public and tickets are available for purchase at the front desk of The Carolina Inn for $15.

Hillsborough Hog Day is moving to May.  After 28 years on the third weekend in June, the popular festival featuring music, crafts and barbecue is moving to May 20-21.  The location stays at the River Park in downtown Hillsborough off of W. Margaret Lane, but it is hoped that the date change will come with cooler spring temperatures.  More information to come. www.hogdays.com 

 

Don't forget Elivsfest this weekend at the Chapel Hill University Inn at 1301 N. Fordham Blvd,(formerly the Holiday Inn).  Over the course of two nights on Jan 7-8th,  from 7 pm - midnight, 20 bands (give or take) will each play a 40 minute set of the music of their choosing, but each band must incorporate into its set at least two Elvis songs. Musical styles vary widely and include Punk, Honky-Tonk, Rockabilly, Psychobilly, Country, and Rock and Roll. Tickets are just $12 for each night. Partial proceeds will go to the Masonic Home for Children, which is an orphanage in Oxford, NC. 

An if you need another dose of the "King", Elvis tribute artist Keith Henderson of Chapel Hill will celebrate what would have been Elvis Presley's 76th birthday with a free performance in University Mall where Keith will present 'Illusions of the King'. The Jan 8th 2 pm concert is at 201 S. Estes Drive. 

Each year the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce presents Business of the Year Awards to outstanding members in the small, midsize, large and non-profit categories. Visit Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce for details. The chamber annual meeting is Jan 25 at the Sheraton Chapel Hill.

Carrboro Coffee Roasters' Cup of Excellence from Honduras - Farmer Tomas Sosa Calderon’s El Aguacate - was selected as a finalist in the inaugural Good Food Awards, a San Francisco-based initiative to recognize quality, authenticity, and responsibility in food.  The Good Food Awards were created through a collaboration of food producers, farmers, food journalists and independent grocers organized by Seedling Projects, the folks who organized the Slow Food Movement. Winners will be recognized at a special ceremony on Jan 14. 

Franklin Street's Top of the Hill Restaurant & Brewery’s Blue Ridge Blueberry Wheat won a gold medal and was Best in Class in the World Beer Championships recent “flavored wheat beer” competition.

The League of American Bicyclists recently has named the Town of Carrboro as a Bicycle Friendly Community at the “Silver” level. Carrboro was promoted from the “Bronze” category, which the Town has held since first being named a Bicycle Friendly Community in 2004. Carrboro joins 27 other cities and towns in the country that are recognized by the LAB at the Silver level. Chapel Hill has a bronze award.

DVDs of the Thanksgiving Weekend "Home for the Holidays" event featuring five local authors are on sale at the Orange County Historical Museum at 201 N. Churton Street in Hillsborough.  Lee Smith, Randall Kenan, Daniel Wallace, Nancy Demorest and Michael Malone all told wonderful stories.  Additionally local author Frances Mayes, who wrote "Under the Tuscan Sun" introduced the presenters.  The DVD is $10 plus tax.  There is an additional fee if the DVD is mailed.  Through the month of January, the Historical Museum is operating on its winter hour schedule, open Tue-Sun, 1-4pm. Call (919) 732-2201.

The Chapel Hill Preservation Society guided tours of the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery and the Walk Down Franklin Street will now held on the 2nd weekend of each month rather than weekly.  Meet at the cemetery gazebo on South Road on the UNC Campus at 10 am on Saturday and at the Horace Williams House at 610 E. Rosemary Street at 2 pm on Sunday.  Both tours are $5 per person.  For information, call (919) 942-7818.

 

Renowned Raleigh writer Scott Huler has been selected as the region's 2011 Piedmont Laureate. Mr. Huler’s award-winning radio work has been heard on National Public Radio and American Public Media. He has been a staff writer for the Philadelphia Daily News and the Raleigh News & Observer, and a staff reporter and producer for Nashville Public Radio. He has taught at such colleges as Berry College and UNC-Chapel Hill.  For more information, contact Martha Shannon, Director, Orange County Arts Commission, at (919) 968-2011.

Lawrence F. London, Jr. of Venaura Farm in Chapel Hill has created a new general discussion forum for residents of Orange County and interested persons in adjoining counties, called Orange Grapevine.  

 

Harry's Market at Whitecross at 3300 Hwy 54 West, Chapel Hill is closing.  Owner Teresa Smith says all merchandise from cabinets and freezers to rolling racks must go. "In other words if it ain't nailed to the wall then it's for sale."   

Check out the happenings at area Farmers' Markets at www.orangecountyfarms.org. Winter hours are in effect at the markets. 


Congratulations to the UNC Football Team, winners of the 2010 Music City Bowl in Nashville, TN.  The Tar Heels beat the Tennessee Volunteers in an exciting 2OTs, 30-27.

The Visitors Bureau and area Industry Partners including The Aloft Chapel Hill  Hotel , The Carolina Inn, Courtyard by Marriott, The Franklin Hotel, The Siena Hotel, the Sheraton Chapel Hill Hotel and The Friday Center joined together to participate in the Association Executives of North Carolina Annual Tradeshow on Dec 9 at the Raleigh Convention Center.  The theme  was “Celebrate”.  The Chapel Hill, NC team expanded the title to “Celebrate the Spirit of Giving”.  The Visitors Bureau and partners selected four local charitable organizations to be represented at the Chapel Hill booth. Attendees made bracelets and for every bracelet made, $1.00 was donated to the charity with the most votes.  The four charities were North Carolina Children’s Hospital, Ronald McDonald House, Eyes Ears, Nose and Paws, and Family Violence Prevention Center of Orange County.  North Carolina Children’s Hospital received the most votes and will be awarded a donation of $300.00. 

Media Mentions
Chapel Hill's Sunrise Biscuit Kitchen was noted in the January issue of Our State magazine as one of North Carolina’s best breakfasts. 32 restaurants were highlighted. 
The February issue of Kiplinger's Personal Finance magazine ranks Carolina as the best value in American public higher education for a "remarkable" 10th time in a row.

Parents & Colleges website ranks Chapel Hill, the 8th best college town in America for 2010.

Connecticut travel writer Elizabeth Keyser who spent time in Chapel Hill last year featured the area in her Southern Road Trip food article.
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