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	Giggle Your Way Through February at the NC Comedy Arts Festival
This Saturday, Feb 5, at 8 pm, Dirty South Improv (DSI) Comedy Theater and the NC Comedy Arts Festival will partner with Albert Nerenberg, director of Laughology, to hold the first Annual North Carolina Ultimate Laughter Championship. 

Competing in a series of Laugh-offs contestants will be awarded the title "2011 NC Laughter Champion" by the crowd and the winner will be eligible for the National contest held in California.  The event is being held in downtown Chapel Hill at the Varsity Theatre, 123 E Franklin St. Tickets are $10.00.   The sketch weekend is also welcoming Elephant Larry and Paul Thomas: Comedogenic. Elephant Larry is a sketch group from NYC that is wildly popular and Paul Thomas is a Chicago based comedian who performs a one-man sketch comedy show.  During stand-up, the festival is hosting a showcase for Late Show with David Letterman Talent Booker Eddie Brill (photo). Brill will perform at the showcase, but the comedians performing could be the next comedians to get their big break on Letterman.

The final weekend of the festival, Emo Phillips will perform a headlining Stand-up Comedy set at the Cat’s Cradle. The festival continues through Feb 20.

	 Blue Sky Film Festival Revered for Film Choices and Cinematic Diversity 
With a commitment to showing films that are not getting the attention they deserve while offering workshops with filmmakers, and serving as economic catalyst to promote Chapel Hill and the surrounding area, the Blue Sky Film Festival will make its debut in Southern Village, located just minutes from downtown Chapel Hill. 

Tickets are now available for $5 per film block at the Lumina Theatre box office and will be on sale through-out the festival, Feb 4-6.  Organizers are not able to sell tickets over the phone or via the internet so please stop at the box office. Tickets for Block 2 on Friday night, which is a benefit for The Arc of Orange County, will be $20, which includes a reception at 6:30 pm at Harrington Bank followed by an award-winning, feature-length documentary film, “Horse Boy” at 8 pm at the Lumina Theatre.  The $15 ticket price is a tax-deductible donation to The Arc of Orange County.  The entire $20 from each ticket and Festival pass sold at the Friday Reception will be donated to The Arc of Orange County. Festival Passes for $45 will also be on sale, which will get you into every block of films over the entire three day festival.  This is a must-see event.  

 

(Buster Keaton is part of the Silent Film block at Blue Sky Film Festival)

	Hillsborough Literary Association presents Peter Wood on Feb 16


The Burwell School Historic Site will welcome local historian, Peter Wood (photo) as their guest for the February meeting of the Hillsborough Literary Association (HLA). The reading and lecture will be Wednesday, February 16, 2011 at 7 pm, at the Burwell School, 319 N. Churton St., Hillsborough.  Wood will discuss his work:  Near Andersonville: Winslow Homer’s Civil War. One of Winslow Homer’s most striking paintings, a wartime image of an enslaved black woman in Georgia, disappeared for a century after its completion in 1866.  The revealing original title, “Near Andersonville,” was not uncovered until 1987.  By integrating art and history, Wood’s provocative study gives us a fresh vantage point on Homer’s early career, the struggle to end slavery, and the closing years of the Civil War, when the outcome was far more doubtful than most now realize. 

This event is free and open to the public. Books will be available for purchase and signing after the reading, and a light reception will follow. For more information call (919) 732-7451. Reservations are not required, but seating is limited.
 

	Tar Heel Baseball Kicks off 2011 Season
Be at Bryson Field at Boshamer Stadium as the UNC Baseball team kicks off the 2011 season on Feb 25 with a three-game home stand against Seton Hall.  The stadium is located on Ridge Road in the heart of the Carolina campus.  Last year the Carolina baseball program opened the Carolina Baseball Hall of Honor.  The Hall of Honor, which celebrates the rich history of North Carolina baseball, is open every game day as soon as the gates open until the game's first pitch. 

The Hall of Honor shows a variety of Carolina baseball artifacts from their rich history of eight College World Series appearances. Different displays showcase the Old Leaguers, Carolina's 17 First-Team All-America selections, College World Series trophies, NCAA postseason play, Atlantic Coast Conference Championships and eight ACC Players or Pitchers of the Year. Other highlights include Major League Baseball draft board, bat and ball displays, CWS rings and Carolina Baseball tribute videos. 

The 2011 Tar Heels, coached by Mike Fox and coming off 38-22 record and a school record  ninth consecutive NCAA Tournament appearance, play 34 home games. Currently full season package baseball tickets are on sale as well as mini season tickets (15 games of your choice).  Individual game tickets will be on sale soon.  Visit TarHeelBlue.com. 

(Photo by Michael Femia)

	 Annual Orange County Agricultural Summit is March 21

The 13th Annual Orange County Agricultural Summit will be held March 21st at the Ruritan Club in Cedar Grove, one of the county's most well-known farming communities.  The event will be held near Thompson Prawn Farm.  Owner Joe Thompson (photo) is being honored as the 2010 NC Small Farmer of the Year. 

Three tour stops are planned for the afternoon of the Summit:  Thompson Prawn Farm, Tiny Farm and the Piedmont Food and Agricultural Processing Center.  Thompson will talk about his prawn farm, his plans to vertically integrate his business by adding a juvenile prawn production facility to supply his farm and other regional prawn farms, as well as a discussion of his involvement in programs to purchase the development rights on his farm.  Tiny Farm, owned by Mark Hockney is located just northeast of Hillsborough.  Hockney grows and sells lettuce and other greens to high-end restaurants and farmers markets year-round. It has become a highly efficient and profitable agricultural business that uses high tunnels for season extension of fresh locally grown vegetables.  

Participants can get a sneak preview of the 10,400 square foot Piedmont Food & Agricultural Processing Center (PFAP), a farm and food business incubator scheduled to open the following month in April 2011.  Currently under renovation, PFAP will have two commercial kitchens, a multi-use facility, vegetable / fruit processing equipment, and entrepreneur offices geared to launch new businesses that value locally produced farm products. The summit fee is $10.  Registration will take place from 8:30 to 9 am.  A sponsored lunch made with locally grown products will be served. Seating is limited. To reserve a spot, contact the Orange County Cooperative Extension office at (919) 245-2050.
 

	 Southern Sacred Steel Conference Coming to ArtsCenter
The ArtsCenter in Carrboro will be hosting the 2011 Southern Sacred Steel Conference as part of the 8th annual American Roots Series, March 17-20.

Sacred Steel is a genre of American music with Southern, African-American House of God roots, and is centered around the pedal and lap steel guitar.

The Southern Sacred Steel Conference will also mark the fist time in their 35 year history, that a conference of regional scope has been hosted by The ArtsCenter. The weekend schedule will include a Sacred Steel photography exhibit, a book lecture by Florida folklorist Bob Stone, kickoff performance at the Center for the Study of the American South master classes by Alvin Lee of The Lee Boys, Aubrey Ghent and more! 

The Allen Boys, (photo) North Carolina’s only touring Sacred Steel band, will kick off the  conference.  The Allen Boys are fronted by DaShawn Hickman, who started out at the age of five on a six string lap steel.  His cousins Cameron and Ramsey Moore are on keys and drums.
 



	 Birdhouses on Parade Welcome Spring to The Carolina Inn
   

Spring is the season for birds in the garden and for the 10th Annual Birdhouses on Parade at The Carolina Inn. From Sunday, March 20 through Sunday, April 24, the Inn be displaying one of a kind birdhouses and feeders crafted by North Carolina artisans. Drop by anytime to see these wonderful creations.  There will also be teas, special meals, music, egg decorating and more.

The birdhouses will be on display daily from 10 am - 8 pm.  For information, call (919) 918-2711.
   

	 Chapel Hill Premier Running Event Set for April 9 Off to Fast Start


The Tar Heel 10 miler – a 10 mile run through Chapel Hill and UNC – is well on its way to their goal of a 3500 runners with registrants logging on to pledge their support for a run through town.  Earlier this week, organizers surpassed the 2,000 runner mark. The event benefits both UNC Lineberger Cancer Center as well as the YMCA. 

“There's the saying that it takes a village to raise a child. Well, we are honored to have such an incredible village help us with this event,” said Casey Saussy, marketing director.  Those interested in joining the 3,500 runners on Saturday, April 9, 2011 in Endurance Magazine's landmark event should log on and sign up today.  The ten mile distance is a great way to challenge yourself if you're used to running 5k and 10k distances.  If you're just getting started running, try the Fleet Feet Sports 4 Mile Run.  Enjoy  beautiful a spring day in Chapel Hill. The races begin at 7:30 am.

	UNC Spring Football Game is April 9 

 

University of North Carolina will hold its Spring Football Game on Saturday, April 9, at 3 pm at Kenan Stadium. Admission to the game is free. Many game-day events and activities are currently being planned and final details will be released as they become available. 

Last season, UNC attracted a school-record crowd of nearly 30,000 to its spring scrimmage in front of a nationally-televised audience on ESPN. UNC is coming off an 8-5 season and a Music City Bowl championship.  For details log onto TarHeelBlue.com.

(Photo by life.com) 

	 The Red Coats are Coming to Hillsborough 
Experience life in Hillsborough during the annual Revolutionary War Living History Day on Feb 19. From 10 am-4 pm, the Alliance for Historic Hillsborough will hold its Ninth Annual Revolutionary War Living History Day. Continental, British and militia re-enactors will demonstrate camp life during the war and commemorate General Cornwallis’ 1781 encampment in Hillsborough on the grounds of the Alexander Dickson House (ca 1790) at 150 E. King Street.  

Events include marching drills, musket-firing demonstrations and open-flame cooking. The Alliance’s Revolutionary War Guided Tours will also be held that day, beginning at 11 am and 2 pm. The 60-minute tour showcases Hillsborough’s revolutionary and colonial era sites, while retelling stories of the events that took place in and around the town. Tours cost $5 per person. For information, call the Alliance at (919) 732-7741. 
 

(Photo by visithillsboroughnc)

	 Arts Show and Tour Begins April 16 in Hillsborough
Downtown Hillsborough Arts & Crafts Show is April 16 from 10 am - 5 pm on the lawn of the Historic Alexander Dickson House (Orange County Visitors Center) at 150 E. King Street.  Organized by the Hillsborough Arts Council, the juried show offers original artwork and quality handcrafted items for sale.  Entertainment is provided by professional musicians throughout the day. 

Also on April 16, the Hillsborough Sculpture Tour kicks off and for the first time outdoor sculpture will be exhibited throughout downtown.  The tour runs through September 30, 2011 and will include a people's choice vote for favorite piece.  For information about both events, contact the Hillsborough Arts Council at (919) 643-2500.
 

	Eno River Market Dinner to Feature Locally Grown Crops  
Eno River Farmers Market will host its spring market dinner on Saturday, April 30 at 7 pm featuring spring crops, from asparagus, strawberries, sugar snap peas, and spring lettuce.  Fresh, locally grown spring flowers will adorn the tables; select wines from the Hillsborough Wine Company will be served and local entertainment will help set the mood for this community gathering which is set against the backdrop of a balmy North Carolina evening. 

The Eno River Farmers Market in historic downtown Hillsborough's Public Market House on E. Margaret Lane, offers farm fresh produce, cheese, meat, eggs, baked goods, prepared foods, and crafts from local growers and producers. Chefs will use local meat, vegetables, fruit, cheese, and baked goods from Eno River Farmers Market vendors to prepare an elegant, sit-down, farm-to-fork dinner for 60 guests.  The event, which is sponsored by the market and the Orange County Visitors Bureau, is intended to celebrate local farmers and sustainably grown foods. Tickets must be purchased in advance. 
(Photo of the 2010 Wine Dinner by Oliver Weston)


	A Southern Season's Festival of the Women  
 

A Southern Season's 10th annual Festival of the Women, Feb 15-28, celebrates and honors women in the gourmet specialty food and gift industry.  The 2011 festival includes a wide variety of events all of which spotlight a different aspect of a fast growing and exciting industry. 

Returning for an encore is a food writer’s forum featuring locally and nationally recognized writers Donna Florio, Moreton Neal, Andrea Weigl, and Kelly Alexander along with classes taught by local award-winning chefs. Much of the proceeds from the events fund the Peggie Currie Culinary Art Scholarship. The scholarship is awarded each year to a female North Carolina resident pursuing a career in hospitality or the culinary arts.  A highlight of the festival will be A Tribute to Mama Dip including her children, and her grandchildren.  Mildred Council is owner of Mama Dip’s, one of Chapel Hill’s most popular restaurants.  The class is on Monday, February 28, 2011, 6 pm. Tickets are $35. A Southern Season will present the winner of this year’s Culinary Arts Scholarship during the event. 

	Orange County/Chapel Hill Herald Campaign Creates Buzz  
 

On January 2nd, the Chapel Hill Herald began running a series of ads that turn the spotlight on Orange County as a great place to live, work and play.  Since the campaign started, the calls and inquiries to the visitor’s bureau (a partner in the campaign) have increased. 

Ads that have run to date include a campaign touting the county’s music scene, as well as Orange County’s commitment to historic preservation, schools, basketball and clean water.  For a look at the ads, log on to Visit Chapel Hill and click the banner on the right that says, “Love Orange County.”  



	 Local Tourism Industry News Briefs & Updates


Jack Schmidt is the new Director of Sales at The Carolina Inn.

Streets Deli Restaurant and Market is open in the East 54 development.

The North Carolina Botanical Garden's Education Center has earned the highest level awarded for green buildings. The U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program recently awarded the building platinum certification. The Education Center is the first building on a UNC campus, the first state-owned building in North Carolina and the state's first public museum and outreach center to earn LEED platinum status.

 

Winners of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce’s 2010 Business of the Year Awards were announced at the Chamber’s 2011 Annual Meeting Jan. 25. Vacuum Cleaner Hospital is the 2010 Business of the Year in the small business category; Chapel Hill Magazine in the mid-size business category;  and Top of the Hill in the large business category. The Morgan Creek Foundation is the 2010 Non-Profit of the Year. PTA Thrift Shop, Inc. is the Progress Energy Sustainable Business of the Year. 

"Galileo: The Power of the Telescope" offers a journey back in time to Pisa, Italy, to witness Galileo's earliest experiments with gravity and the laws of motion, share his greatest discoveries and experience how one man can shape the future of science. This new fulldome Morehead Planetarium & Science Center show is narrated by Dava Sobel, author of the award-winning biography "Galileo's Daughter," and is an original production of the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at the Milwaukee Public Museum. 

Local Histories: The Ground We Walk On, curated by artist elin o'Hara slavick + art historian Carol Magee, Professors in the Art Department at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, runs through April 29, 2011 at  523 East Franklin Street, (formerly the Chapel Hill Museum).  Hours are Tuesday-Friday 2-7 pm; Saturday 12-7 pm; closed Sunday and Monday.  The opening reception is Feb 11, 5-9 pm.

The 34th Carolina Jazz Festival “Embracing the Past, Present, and Future of Jazz” is February 16-26, 2011 at UNC.  

Remember that UNC is hosting the ACC Hockey League tournament on Feb 18-20 at the Triangle SportsPlex in Hillsborough. For tournament information, visit Atlantic Coast Collegiate Hockey League.

One hundred twenty-three years after her enslaved grandmother was baptized at Chapel of the Cross Episcopal Church in Chapel Hill, Pauli Murray returned as America's first female African-American Episcopal priest to celebrate her groundbreaking Eucharist there.  A lifelong champion for human rights, Pauli Murray's struggles and insights resonate powerfully in our times.  Celebrate her history by viewing the traveling exhibit Pauli Murray: Birth of an Activist; opening on Friday, Feb 18 at the Orange County Historical Museum. The Museum, open 11-4 Tuesday-Saturday and 1-4 Sunday, is located at 201 N. Churton St. Admission to see the Museum is free, but donations are appreciated. 

Free Spirit Freedom Exhibit continues through March 12 at the Hillsborough Arts Council Gallery at 220 S. Churton St. The inaugural exhibition includes photographs of people, places and documents that illuminate the history and culture of peoples of color of Hillsborough and Orange County. Focusing on the church, schools, politics and the arts, the exhibition documents the accomplishments of minority leadership in a collection of images recording the march forward of all minorities, including Native Americans, African Americans, Hispanics and all peoples of color. 

Check out the happenings at area Farmers' Markets at www.orangecountyfarms.org. Winter hours are in effect at the markets.

 Media Mentions
Patty Griffin, the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau Communications Director, participated in the North Carolina Division of Tourism, Film and Sports Development's New York City Media Mission on January 24-25 to pitch stories on Chapel Hill and Orange County to various media outlets. A special thanks to Chapel Hill resident and Big Fish author, Daniel Wallace, who represented the Bureau to discuss the writer's mecca in Orange County.  

The Division teamed with 20 CVB partners from across the state to host 50 members of the media at an evening reception showcasing the best of North Carolina for 2011.  In addition, Division staff and tourism partners participated in desk-side visits at select publications. Visits included Food + Wine magazine, Conde Nast Traveler and Bon Appetit magazine.  Throughout the mission, staff and partners met with key travel and lifestyle producers, writer and editors, and shared what’s new in North Carolina.  

Also Hillsborough artist Gail K. Schaefer donated a beautiful decorative and functional majolica dish on stand, hand thrown and hand painted with colorful wrens and dogwoods, the state flower of North Carolina as a door prize for the New York Media reception.  This was an opportunity to showcase the fantastic artists in Orange County.  To learn more about Gail's work, visit Buckhorn Pottery.  
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