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	New Art Gallery Comes to Downtown Hillsborough
A new Art Gallery is open in the heart of historic Hillsborough at 100 South Churton Street at the location of the former Churton Street Gallery. Mark Donley and Tinka Jordy have opened ENO Gallery and invite you to join them in celebrating with their group show "New Beginnings," a holiday collection of new work from gallery artists.

 "We represent exceptional contemporary emerging and established artists for both first time buyers and discerning collectors." said Jordy.  "Our vision for the gallery is to create a unique and intimate exhibition space - a space that is warm and inviting, where the art is an integral part of our lives." 

The gallery, located at the corner of Churton and King streets, will be open Noon - 6 pm, Tue-Sat and until 9 pm on Last Fridays. The gallery's opening celebration is in conjunction with the lighting of the Holiday Tree across the street at the historic Courthouse square on Dec. 3 from 6-9 pm.

	 Hillsborough to Unveil Monument at Historic Cemetery
The Town of Hillsborough will unveil a monument Dec. 4 preserving grave markers at Margaret Lane Cemetery, an African-American cemetery that dates back to before the Civil War.  Hillsborough Mayor Tom Stevens and the Rev. Derric Gregory Sr. of Mt. Bright Baptist Church will participate in the official unveiling at 1 pm. The public is encouraged to attend.

The brick monument — designed and built by Public Works employee Sam Dunevant — preserves three headstones from unknown grave sites at the cemetery, which also is called the Old Slave Cemetery. The design is modeled after a monument in a Mocksville, NC cemetery that preserves the grave markers of American pioneer Daniel Boone’s parents.

Margaret Lane Cemetery is located on the south side of West Margaret Lane between South Occoneechee Street and South Hillsborough Avenue.  For more information, contact Public Works Supervisor Ken Hines at 732-1270 Ext. 78.

	 New Film Festival Comes to Chapel Hill


2011 marks the inaugural year of the Blue Sky Film Festival whose simple goal it is to provide a dynamic and supportive atmosphere to highlight the work of modern storytellers, the filmmaker. 

National and International Filmmakers and their audience will enjoy a fantastic weekend filled with a variety of events from premiers, parties, panel discussions and workshops, to live music and delicious cuisine from a variety of local restaurants.  The famed independently owned Lumina Theatre in Southern Village will serve as the festival's main screening venue, Feb 4-6.

The Blue Sky Film Festival is a volunteer driven organization focused on presenting an outstanding event that visitors will want to return to year after year. "Our mission for the Blue Sky Film Festival is four pronged; show incredible films that are not getting the attention they deserve, excite the surrounding community with Independent films and workshops with filmmakers, be an economic catalyst to promote the fabulous area businesses, and help the community with support for a local charity," said Nic Beery of Beery Media in Carrboro.  

Expect to see feature films, narratives and documentaries.  There will be animation, music, comedy, drama, stop action, sports and more.   Entries must be postmarked by Jan 10, 2011. 

	North Carolina High School Football Championships at Kenan Stadium
The North Carolina High School Athletic Association will host two championship games at Kenan Memorial Stadium on the UNC-Chapel Hill campus next weekend, Dec. 10-11. On Dec. 10 at 7:30 pm, the 1-AA classification game pits the winner of the Southwest Onslow and Pender game vs. the winner of Albemarle and Mitchell.   On Dec.11 at Noon, the 1-A classification game pits the Plymouth vs. Wallace Rose Hill winner against the Hobbton vs. Murphy victor.  

Advance tickets are on sale till Noon, Dec. 9 for $9 through the NCHSAA and will be available for pick-up at will call with photo ID. Tickets at the gate are $10.  Gates open at  5:30 pm on Fri and 10:30 am on Sat. For hotel accommodations Visit Chapel Hill.
 

	 The Arts at the Holidays Trolley Tour 

Womancraft and The Shops at Eastgate will team with FRANK Gallery in downtown Chapel Hill to introduce a Holiday Art Loop that will run between the two locations on Dec. 10, departing from Eastgate every half-hour, beginning at 6 pm and running until 9 pm. The program is designed to give shoppers an opportunity to purchase local arts and crafts for the holiday gift-giving season. For those who just want to get out of the house, Eastgate offers great food options.

The Arts at the Holidays Trolley Tour will begin at Eastgate at 1800 E. Franklin Street and travel straight down Franklin Street to FRANK gallery. FRANK’s artists will be-on hand to welcome shoppers and will feature their Small Wonders exhibit. The featured artists at FRANK in December are Elaine O’Neil and Susan Filley. Additionally, FRANK features more than eighty artists from Carrboro, Hillsborough, Chapel Hill and rural Orange County. Refreshments will be served at both locations. 

The trolley will travel back on Franklin Street to Eastgate. It is anticipated that the trolley will make a total of four- loops during the evening. 

“The purpose of the trolley art loop is to connect two galleries that spotlight local artists and also to plant the seed that, this year more than ever, local art is the perfect gift for family members of all ages, “said Barb Spang, painter and marketing representative with Womancraft. " In addition to Womancraft, Eastgate has gift options for the whole family.”

For more information, contact Laurie Paolicelli at the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau, (919) 968-2060; Barbara Rich, FRANK, (919) 636-4135; Womancraft at Eastgate, (919) 929-8362.

	 ELF Arts and Holiday Craft Fair in Carrboro
The ArtsCenter will host the Fourth Annual ELF, an imaginative holiday arts and crafts festival, on Dec. 11 from 11 am - 5 pm.  ELF will virtually take over The ArtsCenter at 300 E. Main Street with locally made arts and crafts for sale. 
 
This is the second year Roulette Vintage, a Carrboro landmark, will assist in the organization of the event.  Roulette Vintage will also participate as one of the many vendors at ELF.  This year’s ELF will have an amazing selection of goods from handmade soaps, knit goods, jewelry, pillows, silk screened clothing, ceramic vessels, holiday cards, imaginative magnets and lots of art. 
 
In addition local arts and crafts for sale, the ELF will host a redo, reuse craft table where kids and families will learn how to create their own recycled fabric dolls, t-shirt necklaces, ornaments and more.  Participating in the redo, reuse craft table is $5 per participant and all crafts created at the table are free to take home. All proceeds benefit The ArtsCenter, a non-profit organization.
 
ELF plans an afternoon of holiday festivities.  There will be old holiday movies showing, face painting, beverages and snacks for sale, Santa, Elves and live music to round out the day.  


	 Chapel Hill House Tour Features Cameron-McCauley Neighborhood
   

The Preservation Society of Chapel Hill will have its annual Holiday House Tour in the Cameron-McCauley neighborhood, one of the oldest areas in the town and considered to be the birthplace of Chapel Hill. Visitors will be able to tour inside and learn the history of some of the homes in the neighborhood. Located near the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the neighborhood grew in the earliest stages of development of the school and the town. The tour, which is Dec 11 and 12 from 1 pm - 5 pm both days, has 11 stops including ten historic homes and The Carolina Inn. 

One of the historic homes on the tour is the Howard Odum House on 2 Briarbridge Lane. The home was built in 1925 by Howard Washington Odum and rebuilt after a fire in 1938. Odum was a sociology professor at UNC where he established the university's sociology and social welfare department. Another historic home is the Pool-Patterson House (see photo) on 403 W. Cameron Ave., which was owned by the fourth president of The University of North Carolina. The Victorian Gothic house was the first home in Chapel Hill to have running water. 

As a bonus feature Daphne Athas, author of Chapel Hill in Plain Sight: Notes from the Other Side of the Tracks, will be signing books Dec 11 from 2-4 pm at the Edwards-Andrews Home, 406 West Patterson Street.

Tickets for the tour are $20 in advance and $25 the weekend of the tour. For more information call (919) 942-7818.



	 "A Christmas Carol" Again Features Popular Hillsborough Authors


For the 9th year, an exciting family tradition, "A Christmas Carol" returns to Hillsborough.  The Burwell School teams up with Allan Gurganus, Michael Malone, and St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church to bring two performances of the popular Christmas story to the St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, 210 St. Mary's Rd., Hillsborough.     

Gurganus and Malone perform Charles Dickens' timeless Victorian tale, on Dec 20 and 21, at 7:30 pm. All tickets are $15 each, and can be purchased at the Burwell School, the office of the Alliance for Historic Hillsborough, the Hillsborough Wine Company, the Purple Crow Bookstore, and St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. For more information, please call the Burwell School at (919) 732-7451.

	North Carolina Pottery Exhibition Coming to Ackland Art Museum 

 

Pottery is North Carolina's most famous indigenous art form. With highlights from the Ackland Art Museum's esteemed and growing collection of pottery, as well as loans from significant local collections, Tradition in Clay: Two Centuries of Classic North Carolina Pots presents over 100 pots and pottery vessels, including works by masters from the Seagle and Fox families, as well as Ben Owen, Mark Hewitt, and others. The richness of heritage and the fluidity of artistic practice are evident in Tradition in Clay, as pots spanning a period of two hundred years illustrate both continuity and change in the forms, glazes, and technologies used by the state's potters.

Tradition in Clay is curated by Terry Zug, author of the award-winning book Turners and Burners: The Folk Potters of North Carolina and professor emeritus in the Department of English, UNC-Chapel Hill. 

The exhibition focuses on two major traditions in North Carolina pottery - Utilitarian Pots of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries: The Essential Potter's Repertory and Artistic Vessels of the 20th century.  The exhibit is on view Dec 26-March 20.

(Photo: Burlon B. Craig, Lincoln County, 1914-2002. Five-gallon Face Jug, alkaline-glazed stoneware, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Zug, III)

	 New Signage Points Out Parking in Downtown Chapel Hill
Finding parking in downtown just got easier with the new blue signs directing visitors and residents to the numerous parking lots in downtown Chapel Hill.  The signs on artistic iron poles have the names of the parking lots rather than lot numbers which were used to describe the lots in the past.  

Speaking of parking - Parking is always FREE on Sundays in Downtown Chapel Hill, but this holiday season parking will be FREE on Saturdays as well! The Town of Chapel Hill will be offering downtown patrons and visitors FREE parking on Saturdays in December at all municipal lots, the Wallace parking deck, and at on-street meters. At 5 pm on these Saturdays, the Wallace Deck and Rosemary-Columbia Lot will begin charging at their normal rate.


	 Book Highlights Piedmont North Carolina Literary Trails

Literary Trails of the North Carolina Piedmont is the second book in a three-part series that directs curious travelers to the places that inspired more than 200 N.C. writers and literary visitors. This guidebook offers some of the backstories of these writers as they struggled with their craft to make a name for themselves and to tell their stories. The book, published by University of North Carolina Press, features poems, novels and nonfiction excerpts that are meant to enhance your appreciation of these writers and the places, people and practices that figure prominently in their work.

The Piedmont serves as home to some of the most notable Southern writers of our time — Reynolds Price, Lee Smith, Allan Gurganus, Randall Kenan, Elizabeth Spencer, Maya Angelou, Doris Betts and Fred Chappell, one of the state’s former poet laureates, and Cathy Smith Bowers, the state’s current poet laureate.

“The focus of the book is writing about place,” says Georgann Eubanks, who was contracted by the North Carolina Arts Council to write the series. It focuses on the Piedmont, or the central portion of the state.

Since the state has so many authors, it was decided to divide all the information into three volumes. The first guidebook, Literary Trails of the North Carolina Mountains, was released in October 2007 by the UNC Press. The third book in the series is scheduled for publication fall 2012.  



	140 West Franklin Street Project Moves Forward
Construction will begin soon on a new development in downtown Chapel Hill. The 140 West Franklin project will stand four stories tall along the street and steps back to eight stories tall at the center. The project includes 140 homes (18 of which will be dedicated to the Community Home Trust), 26,000 square feet of ground-level retail space and 337 parking spaces. There will be a two-level parking deck including a dedicated public parking level which will be owned and operated by the Town of Chapel Hill. The project also will feature a large outdoor public plaza with art by landscape artist Mikyoung Kim. 

On-site construction will begin in the portion of what's currently the part of the parking lot adjacent to Rosemary Street  on Dec. 15. The remainder of the parking lot which is across University Square, will close to the public on Jan. 3.  Visit here for a downtown parking map.

	New Year's Eve Party to Benefit Three Charities
The Sheraton Chapel Hill Hotel will host a 2011 New Year’s Eve Party in Black & White at Shula’s 347 Grill to benefit UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center, UNC NC Children’s Promise/ Children’s Hospital and the Arc of Orange County.

The dinner package is a Four Course Prix Fixe Dinner with a Champagne Toast for $60 per person (taxes and gratuity included) excluding alcoholic beverages.  Live jazz is 6:30 pm - 10 pm.  Ring in the New Year from 10:30 pm - 1:30 am.  The celebration features Live DJ, Party Favors, Champagne Toast for $20 (excluding beverages).  Dress to impress.  To make your reservation and for more information, call (919) 969-2157. 


	Visitors Center has New Merchandise in Stock
 

Drop by the Visitors Center at 501 W. Franklin Street in downtown Chapel Hill to check out our newest merchandise items for sale.  You'll find new Chapel Hill, Hillsborough and Carrboro T-shirts, Chapel Hill polo shirts, caps, mugs, keychains and magnets.  

These are great items for under the tree, perfect stocking stuffers or nice keepsakes to note your visit to Orange County.  

The Bureau is open Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5 pm and 10 am - 2 pm on Sat.  We will be closed Dec 24, so drop by and browse before then.  For more information, call (919) 968-2060.

	 Local Tourism Industry News Briefs & Updates


Alix Heinicke is Executive Director of Sales and Fitness Development at the Triangle SportsPlex.

Emily Bowles is the Director of Communications at the Ackland Art Museum.   
Carolina Crossroads was honored with a 2011 Forbes Four-Star Award by Forbes Travel Guide. The list has defined the industry's highest standard for excellence in hospitality for over 50 years. As the originators of the prestigious star rating system, Forbes Travel Guide provides one of the most comprehensive evaluation systems of hotels, restaurants and spas in the world. Forbes was formerly Mobil Travel Guide. 

Chapel Hill, Laurinburg and Highlands are the three North Carolina communities named grand winners of the 2010 Traffic Safe Community of the Year today, one for each population category, by AAA Carolinas’ Foundation for Traffic Safety. “Making our streets safer is a team effort,” said AAA spokesman Tom Crosby. “And North Carolina has several communities that have stepped up to the challenge.” Chapel Hill was recognized in the larger that 30,000 population.  This year marks the second time Chapel Hill has been recognized for large communities in NC. The police department has a number of grant officers working with the Governors Highway Safety Program.  

The public is invited to share suggestions on the use of the building at 523 E. Franklin Street, formerly the Chapel Hill Museum. The public input meeting will be held on site at the building from 5:30 to 7 pm,  Dec. 7. Also on Tuesday, an open house will be held from 1 to 5 pm.  The public is encouraged to attend either session, tour the building, provide suggestions and get involved. Cookies and cider will be served during the open house, and participants are invited to write comments on a wall dedicated to gathering ideas on the topic. Spearheading the public participation process is the Town of Chapel Hill Parks and Recreation Department, Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Center, Public Arts Commission and the Parks and Recreation Commission. For more information, call (919) 968-2750 or visit Town of Chapel Hill/523. 

Mark Your Calendar 
Dec 4 - Hillsborough Holiday Parade at 10 am
Dec 5 - 32nd Annual Christmas Craft Show, Big Barn Convention Center, Hillsborough, 9 am-5pm
Dec 5 - 24th annual Hillsborough Candlelight Home Tour, Noon -6pm
Dec 10 - Carrboro Tree Lighting 6 pm on Town Hall Lawn, 301 W. Main Street
Dec 11 - Chapel Hill-Carrboro Holiday Parade 10 am 
Dec 18 - Nutcracker on Ice at Triangle SportsPlex. Shows Noon and 5 pm
Through Jan 2 - Twelve Days of Christmas at The Carolina Inn
Ongoing Hillsborough Holiday Events

Check out the happenings at area Farmers' Markets at www.orangecountyfarms.org. 


A total of 400 new or gently used blankets are needed for The Community House, Project Home Start, The Maggie Alvis Halfway House and The Neighbor House of Hillsborough.  You can help by cleaning out your closets in search of gently used blankets you no longer need; or by purchasing new ones the next time you are out shopping; and dropping them off at the Visitors Center at 501 W. Franklin Street before Friday, Dec. 10.  Blankets for single or twin size beds are preferred but other sizes are appreciated as well.  If you would like to donate to have a blanket purchased on your behalf, write check payable to Blanket Orange County and mail to: Blanket Orange County, c/o Business Class Inc., PO Box 2037 Chapel Hill, NC 27515.  100% of your donation will be used to purchase blankets. And they will be purchased locally.

 

Happy New Year 
New Years Eve with the Nomads Band at Breadmen's at 324 W. Rosemary Street from 8 pm - 1 am. Great food, music, dancing, Champagne toast, hats/horns, midnight breakfast buffet, but mostly just a really great time to welcome in the New Year. Bring your family, your friends, your friend's family, or the guy down the street that you don't even know! But just come prepared to have a most wonderful time of Fun & Frolic with the Nomads. And still only $45 per person! Email for reservations to mrchapelhill@nc.rr.com. Call (919) 967-7110. 

Katy's 80's Prom Night is 9 am - 2 am at Katy's Music Bar at 106 S. Churton Street in downtown Hillsborough.  Celebrate New Year's Eve 80's style!  Advanced tickets for this night will be sold..get yours early, they WILL go fast! Featuring She Bop! The Triangle's Most Tubular Party Band! For Sure! Dress up for Prom Night...there will be Cheesy Prom Pictures, Finger Foods, Prizes, Champagne, and even a Vote for King and Queen!...more to be announced later. Call (919) 732-2555 

Early and later New Year's Eve dinners at Il Palio Ristorante at The Siena Hotel.  
 

Media Mentions
Chapel Hill and Carrboro are included in The New York Times The Scene travel piece "Raleigh-Durham: North Carolina Axis of Cool" from November 19.  

Carrboro's Glasshalfull and Open Eye Cafe were featured in the November 4 episode of UNC-TV’s North Carolina Weekend.

USA TODAY asked local food experts to name one great pizza parlor in each state and the District of Columbia. North Carolina's pick was Chapel Hill's Pepper's Pizza.
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