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Don’t Miss Destinations
in Chapel Hill

1. Ackland Art Museum, 
101 S. Columbia Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
http://www.ackland.org/index.php
See contemporary American photography, European master 
paintings, video installations, and Early Modern portraits.  
A walk through the Ackland can be an introduction to Peter 
Paul Rubens, Eugene Delacroix, and Andy Warhol - all in the 
same day. 

2. Carolina Basketball Museum,
Ernie Williamson Athletics Center 
450 Skipper Bowles Drive, Chapel Hill NC 27514
http://www.carolinabasketballmuseum.com
The 8,000 square foot museum contains hundreds of 
artifacts, videos, photos, statistical, and historical panels that 
highlight the history of the Carolina Basketball program. 
The museum experience begins with a six-minute theater 
presentation and includes video tributes to Dean Smith, Roy 
Williams, Tyler Hansbrough, Phil Ford, Michael Jordan and 
more. Located next to the Dean Smith Center on the UNC-
Chapel Hill campus. FREE

3. Horace Williams House
610 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
http://chapelhillpreservation.com/
The Horace Williams House preserves the past, entertains the 
present and shapes the future.  The House was built in 1854. 
The central part of the home is Chapel Hill’s only example of 
19th-century octagonal homes.  The house, which serves as a 
cultural center, hosts historical lectures, tours, and a gallery. 

4. Morehead Planetarium and Science Center
250 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
http://www.moreheadplanetarium.org/
Ten years after opening in 1949, Morehead Planetarium was 
called to serve not only the people of North Carolina but also 
the nation’s burgeoning space program.  Between 1959 and 
1975, nearly every astronaut who participated in the Mercury, 
Gemini, Apollo, Skylab and Apollo-Soyuz programs trained at 
Morehead.  See what they saw and experience the largest full 
dome digital technology planetarium in the southeastern U.S.

5. North Carolina Botanical Garden
100 Old Mason Farm Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27517
http://ncbg.unc.edu
The North Carolina Botanical Garden has been a leader in 
native plant conservation and education in the southeastern 
United States for more than 30 years. See author Paul Green’s 
writing cabin, our carnivorous plant collection, aquatics 
and herb gardens, and the new LEED Platinum-certifi ed 
Education Center.
 

6. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
250 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514   
http://www.unc.edu
Since the cornerstone was laid at the nation’s fi rst public 
university in 1793, UNC has been among the leaders in 
higher education. Situated in the beautiful college town of 
Chapel Hill, N.C., UNC has earned a reputation as one of 
the best universities in the world. Carolina prides itself on 
a strong, diverse student body, academic opportunities not 
found anywhere else, and a value unmatched by any public 
university in the nation. At the heart of campus stands the 
visual symbol of the University, the Old Well.   

7. Downtown Chapel Hill and Franklin Street
100 E. Franklin Street, Chapel hill, NC 27514
http://www.downtownchapelhill.com
Named after Benjamin Franklin, downtown Chapel Hill’s 
Franklin Street features eclectic gift shops and boutiques, 
galleries, award-winning restaurants, live music clubs, bars 
and nightlife.  The street is adjacent to the University of North 
Carolina.  Stroll, shop, people watch, dine al fresco or take 
a guided tour of historic Franklin Street from the Horace 
Williams House. 

8. Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Center
501 W. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27516
http://www.visitchapelhill.org
Stop by the Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Center to 
receive visitor guides and walking maps to help you enjoy the 
town’s history, architecture and attractions.  The center is 
open Monday-Saturday. dome digital technology planetarium in the southeastern U.S.
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9. Sutton’s Drug Store
159 E. Franklin Street
http://www.chapelhillmemories.com/cat/9/99
Sutton’s Drug Store and pharmacy has been in business at 
this location since 1923.  A downtown favorite, the old-
fashioned lunch counter is packed with hundreds of pictures 
of “the regulars” - the college students and townsfolk 
that keep coming back for a cherry coke, orangeade, or 
cheeseburger and fries. 

10. Widow Puckett House
501 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
This is one of the oldest homes in Chapel Hill (the other being 
the Hooper-Kyser House across the street).  The Widow 
Puckett House is dated 1798, but no one is really sure because 
the widow Jane Puckett bought the present lot for $40 in 
1817.  She sold the property for $1,300 in 1820, indicating a 
house had been built (it may be that the original house on this 
lot burned). 

11. Crook’s Corner Cafe & Bar
610 W. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27516
http://www.crookscorner.com/
Crook’s has the reputation for being “the birthplace of Shrimp 
and Grits.” For the past 17 years, chef and author Bill Smith 
has faithfully continued the traditions established by founding 
chef Bill Neal, while creating delicious, original dishes that 
have become classic -- if not iconic -- Southern dishes. In both 
2009 and 2010, the James Beard Awards named Bill Smith 
in the fi nal four for Best Chef Southeast. And in 2010, The 
James Beard Foundation nominated Crook’s Corner a Best 
Restaurant in the US.

12. Hooper-Kyser House
504 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514
Built in 1814 by Dr. William Hooper, the grandson and 
namesake of one of North Carolina’s three signers of the 
Declaration of Independence.  In 1951, it became the home 
of the famed Big Band leader Kay Kyser, “The Ol’ Professor 
of the Kollege of Musical Knowledge,” whose radio show and 
fi lms made him one of the top entertainers in the country. 

13. Mickle-Mangum-Smith-Manning House 
(“Betty Smith House”)
315 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
http://www.chapelhillmemories.com/cat/2
After moving to Chapel Hill in 1936, Author Betty Smith 
lived is this home from 1944 to 1972. Smith, one of the most 
acclaimed novelists of the twentieth century, is best known for 
her novel, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, published in 1943.  
The house was originally built in 1829.  
 

14. The Carolina Inn
211 Pittsboro Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27516
http://www.carolinainn.com
The Carolina Inn has served as the central meeting place for 
students, academics, faculty, local townspeople and visitors 
since it opened in 1924. The Carolina Inn pioneered what’s 
now known as the Southern Colonial style, a mixture of 
Georgian, Neoclassical and European infl uences. The original 
facade of the building was modeled after the front of Mount 
Vernon that faces the Potomac River.  The whole structure 
embraces the feel of a plantation-style mansion. An extensive 
collection of antiques complements the casually elegant decor.  
It is listed as an Historic Hotel of America, a program of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation. 


